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Abstract 
'Kriva Rijeka' is the name for a group of villages in the Olovo municipality located in 

the Krivaja river valley along its course from the 'Krsevi canyon', geographical 

coordinates: 44º07'54.13''N, 18º33'22.36''E, to the locality 'Kamenica', geographical 

coordinates: 44º13'09.65''N, 18º29'33.17''E, below the Cunista village. The term 'Kriva 

Rijeka' is in unofficial use today, and it appears in documents for the name of the 

cadastral municipality. 

Solun is one of the largest settlements in the Kriva Rijeka area, and by its geographical-
political position, resources and history (mentioned in the Ottoman Defter from 1604) 

is an example of people's lives in continuity, and is a good example of sustainability. 

The main resources of the Solun are: geographical position (along the road Olovo-

Zavidovici), Krivaja river, spacious ports along the Krivaja river, two abundant 

streams, sources of drinking water, gardens and orchards within the narrower physical 

structure of the settlement, fields and meadows in many wide area of the village, vast 

meadows and pastures of that forest.
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1. Introduction 
Solun is located in the center of Kriva Rijeka (geographical coordinates: 44º10'01.35''N, 18º32'36.92''E, altitude: 506 m), in the 

part where the Krivaja river valley is the widest (Figures 1, 2). The settlement was initially formed in the last part of the Solun's 

stream (the main source of which is located at the top of Komin near the Ligatici village, on Velika glava mountain, and the 

other, smaller one, in Gajevi). Solun is 5.2 km from Olovo, 13.5 km from Kladanj, 43 km from Tuzla, and 38.5 km from Sarajevo 

(by air). The area of the settlement, on its western side, is bounded by the area of the Martinovici village (where it is understood 

that the hamlets of Klempe and Doline belong to the Solun), on the eastern side by the river Krivaja, on the north by the area of 

the Hadre and Glavicno villages, and on the southern side by the hill and Gajevi forest. Solun was developed on both sides of 

the Olovo-Zavidovici regional road, and asphalt roads lead from it to other villages in Kriva Rijeka. 

According to the 2013 census, 375 people lived in Solun, which is significantly less than the number of inhabitants (562), 

according to the 1991 census [1]. 

 

2. Environment 
By 'environment' we mean every possibility in space in which man can realize his existence [2]. 

 

2.1 Natural environment 
By 'natural environment' we mean all those features that have been provided by nature, and on which man (mostly) has not 
achieved his influence: geographical position, geomorphology, watercourses and water reservoirs, flora and fauna, available 

soil, climate [3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8]. In morphostructural terms, the Krivaja river basin mainly belongs to the central ophiolite zone of the 

Dinarides. This ophiolite complex, one of the largest in the Dinarides, is represented by classical rocks of Jurassic-Cretaceous 

age. In the Krivaja river basin there are Triassic limestones and dolomites that occur along dislocation zones and predominantly 
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in the areas of tectonic contact of ultramafic massifs and Jurassic volcanic-sedimentary formations [4]. 

Whether the ophiolite melange (hornblende, sandstone, 

breccia, clay, diabase, gabbro and periodotite) was formed by 

the uplift of the oceanic crust or it is a large intrusion of 

ultramafics in the continental crust, its deposits lie over the 

Middle Triassic limestones, are drawn over them. This 

position significantly reflects on the specific hydrological 

function in the Krivaja basin. In the area of Kriva Rijeka there 

are different geomorphological forms: steep relief (hill, 

valley, ridge, watershed), mountain relief (mountain range, 

mountain), erosion relief (canyon, hip, cave), river relief 
(valley, estuary, spring, riverbed), meander, swamp, 

floodplain, island, beach, cave, ravine, canyon). Kriva Rijeka 

is located in a zone of warm and temperate climate. This 

climate is considered Cfb (according to Köppen-Geiger's 

classification of climate) which is characterized by four more 

or less differentiated seasons - spring, summer, autumn and 

winter [8]. The springs are mostly mild and rainy, followed by 

the frequent outpouring of Krivaja from its bed. It happened 

that spring came early, when in March a long series of warm 

days stimulated the vegetation and flowering of the fruit, and 

then, the frost destroyed the behar of the fruit trees, and thus 

their entire annual crop. As a rule, spring sowing begins in 

the middle and ends in late April. Here, too, it happened that 

the frost in the first half of May destroyed the already 

advanced crop vegetation (corn and beans), when it was 

necessary to go for re-sowing. Summers are, as a rule, warm, 

with lots of clear and sunny days. It happened that the spring 

rains lasted until the beginning of July, and there were also 
dry periods, when the rain did not fall at all from May to 

September. As a rule, mowing the grass and drying the hay 

ends in mid-July, harvesting and threshing cereals by mid-

August, and harvesting corn and harvesting potatoes in late 

September. In September, there is a second mowing of grass 

('otava'), which sometimes reaches the level of yield of the 

first mowing. Autumn is, as a rule, slightly warm, with the 

well-known period of 'Miholj's summer'. It lasts from the 

beginning of September to the beginning of December. 

Sometimes the autumns are mild and dry, and sometimes 

rainy, which, on the one hand, causes floods in Krivaja, and 

on the other hand - they bring snow, as early as mid-
November. The first frosts occur in mid-October. Autumn is 

the period of fruit harvesting, processing (drying, making 

sweets, pickles) and storage in cellars. The first snows fall in 

mid-November, usually in late November. It happens that the 

first snow remains until spring, but also to drip, fall again and 

drip and so on, until the beginning of January. Sometimes 

winters are heavy with snow (over one meter high), relatively 

cold, and sometimes they are completely without snow. 

Winter temperatures sometimes drop to -20 ºC when the 

surface of Krivaja in some places completely freezes. It also 

happened that at the beginning of February, when the 

temperatures are usually the lowest, the temperatures will be 

+20 ºC. Despite the rare extreme deviations, the 

differentiation of the seasons is clear and thus determines 

individual human activities, arranging them into established 

life cycles. Precipitation is significant, even during the driest 

month. The average annual temperature in Olovo is 10.0 °C. 

The amount of precipitation is about 936 mm/m2 per year. 
Lead lies at 534 m above sea level, while the average altitude 

of Kriva Rijeka is about 620 m. 

 

  
 

 
Sources: https://maps-bosnia.com/bosnia-location-on-world-map, 

accessed 10.21.2022. (Left) Google Earth, accessed 10.21.2022. (Right) 
 

Fig 1: Solun on the Krivaja river. Location 
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Source: Abdulah Hadrovic (1961) 
Source: Author (7.22.2017.) 

 

Fig 2: View of Solun from Sulejman's pool ('Sulejmanova lokva') in 1961 (left) and 2017 (right) 
 

The most important natural resources of the Solun village are: 

its geographical and traffic location, the Krivaja river (Figure 

3), the Solunski stream (Figure 4), fertile fields (Gornje and 

Donje Hadrovsko polje) along the river Krivaja and fertile 

harbors along the Solunski stream, gardens and orchards 

immediately next to houses, fields and meadows (Figure 5), 
pastures (in Hadrovska zurpacija), which are, today, arable 

fields (Figures 6,7) and the forest in its vicinity (Hadrovska 

zurpacija, Glog, Gajevi, Borje, Velika glava). 

Over time, it turned out that the greatest resource of the Solun 

on Krivaja river is its geographical and traffic position on the 

road Olovo-Zavidovici, which connects Solun to the main 

traffic corridor (5C) of Bosnia and Herzegovina and to one of 
the most important highways Sarajevo-Olovo-Tuzla. 

 

  
 

  
Source: Author (5.19.2020.) 

 

Fig 3: Krivaja River 
 

 
Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

Fig 4: Solun's stream (Solunski potok) 
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The former Jovo Divljanovic's property in the 'Brekinje' 

locality, on the edge of 'Gajevi' (The Solun, Hadre, Glavicno 

and Milankovici villages can be seen in the background). 

 

  
 

  
Source: Author (5.19.2020., 5.21.2020.) 

 

Fig 5: Gardens and orchards in the immediate vicinity of the houses 

 

 
Source: Author (5.19.2020.) 

 

Fig 6: Fields and meadows 
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The former Jovo Divljanovic property in the 'Brekinje' 

locality, on the edge of 'Gajevi' (in the background you can 

see the Hadre, Glavicno and Milankovici villages) 

Figure 7. Pastures 

Source: Author (5.21.2020.) 

 

2.2 Social environment 
The 'social environment' represents everything that man has 

created and that separates him from the world of other living 

beings [9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16]. It includes physical structures 

(material, more or less ordered products of their activity) and 

the immaterial world that we know with the intellect (science, 

philosophy, religion, law, morality) through an ordered 

system of abstract symbols (letters, signs). According to the 

Comprehensive List of the Bosnian Sandzak from 1604 [16], 

the Solun Settlement in Olovo district is mentioned, where a 

detailed overview of its inhabitants, their income and tax 

obligations is given. With the construction of the railway line 

Zavidovici-Olovo-Han Pijesak-Kusace (1901), the Solun got 

a better connection with other places in the Krivaja river 

valley, and beyond to the world. The villages in direct contact 

with the Solun area  (Hadre, Novo naselje, Martinovici, 

Recica) have within their framework the sites of medieval 

stecak necropolises. Little is known, however, that there is 

such a necropolis in Solun - on the top of 'Hadrovska 

Zurpacia', where the current inhabitants of Solun formed their 

cemetery (Figure 8). 

 

 
 

  
Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 8: Stecak necropolis on the top of the 'Hadrovska Zurpacia' in Solun 
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Until now, the tradition has been passed down that the village 

got its name ('Solun'), after the famous 'Thessaloniki front' 

('Solunski front') during the First World War, where the Serbs 

were part of the allied forces (led by France) and fought on 

their way back to Serbia after the crossing of Prokletije 

towards Albania (known as the 'Albanian Golgotha'). The 

Serbs, who participated in the battles on the Thessaloniki 

front, as winners, received a reward in the form of land 

holdings in the territory of the Austro-Hungarian Monarchy, 

including Bosnia and Herzegovina. Precise and verified 

historical documents testify that the Solun, in its current 
location, existed much earlier. 

Namely, in 2000, the edition of the Bosnian Institute Zürich-

Sarajevo (foundation of Adil-bey Zulfikarpasic) published a 

translation of the “Census of the Bosnian Sandzak from 

1604” (translator Adem Handzic) [16], in which the Solun (in 

nahija Olovo, p. 232) and several villages of today's Kriva 

Rijeka, all in nahija Olovo (p. 183 and 184): Bukov Do, 

Metilji, Kovacici, Mogusici (Moguse), Cunista, Recica, 

Glavicno, Vukotici, Bogilovici (today's Boganovici) and 

Krizevici. It is interesting that, in listing the property, there 

are parallel mentions of people whose names are Muslim, and 

the names of their parents are medieval-Bogomil (“Cifluk 

Davud, son of Milankov and Spahija Ibrahim and other co-

owners”, p. 594). 

In the aforementioned ledger, precise data on the residents of 

Solun, their income and tax obligations are given1. If we 

compare the number of tax payers listed, including the fact 

that they were all Muslims, the question remains to be 
clarified: what happened to the inhabitants of Solun from this 

census to the first half of the 20th century when, for example, 

there were only three four houses of the Serbian families 

Tomic and Ostojic and the Muslim family Muftic [2]. 

In this way, the dilemma about the origin of the name of the 

Solun was resolved [3]. It remains to write a 'history of 

continuity' for Solun, Kriva Rijeka and the Olovo 

municipality as a whole, from prehistory to the present day, 

based on verified historical documents and artifacts in the 

field. 

The most significant cultural and historical monument of 

Solun is its 'Old Mosque' ('Stara dzamija')4, (Figure 9). The 

mosque is located on the western edge of the area of the 

Solun, near the hamlets of Klempe and Dolina. The mosque 

is accessed via an asphalt road, from the Olovo-Zavidovici 
regional road, at a junction about 100 meters away from the 

“Hasan Kikic” elementary school. There is no reliable 

information about the time of construction of the 'Old 

Mosque in Solun' [5]. According to the data used by the 

Islamic Community of Olovo, the original mosque was built 

in 953 A.H. (1546), which was written on the history of the 

mosque, but the history of the mosque has not been 

preserved6. The mosque was more or less thoroughly 

renovated several times, and the most important renovation 

was in 1938, when the renovated mosque was reopened by 

the reis of the Islamic Community of Yugoslavia, Fehim ef. 

Spaho (reis from 1938-1942) [7]. From the original 

construction of the Old Mosque in Solun, the original 

entrance door has been preserved to this day and is now 

located at the entrance to the mahfil. Inscriptions dating from 

1216 AH (1801) and 1246 AH (1830) have been preserved 

on the door. It is interesting that a piece of stecak can be seen 

in the foundation wall of the mosque. In the harem of the 
mosque, there is a wooden turbe (Figure 9) behind the graves 

of two twin brothers who, according to tradition, died as 

martyrs in the army of Sultan Mehmed II El Fatih during his 

conquest of Bosnia (1463). 

 

  

                                                           
1 75. The Solun village, belongs to Olovo: 

Isa, Kurda - on his father's heritage; Sahin, Pirie; Behram, Turhana - on the 

heritage of Durak, Pirje; Bayezida; Seid, Pirie; Piri, Alije - on heritage; 

Murad, Ise; 

Income: 

resmi chift and bennak, amount 154 

mixed race, measure 5, amount 65 

of wheat, measure 4, amount 88 

oats, measure 6, amount 42 

ushur from vegetables, flax, hay, beehives and fruit, amount 26 

half of the badihava, young land, poljačina and deed fees on the land  

Total: 25400 
2 The author was given this information by his father, Mustafa (Ahmet) 

Hadrovic (1925-2010).  
3 The dilemma is partially resolved, since it is clear that the name of the place 

has nothing to do with the 'Thessalonians' ('solunci') from the 'Thessaloniki 

front' ('Solunski front'). However, the etymology of the name is still 

unknown. 
4 The Commission for the Protection of National Monuments of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina, with its decision number: 06.1-2-40/09-40, dated July 8, 2009, 

declared the construction complex - the wooden mosque in Solun near Olov 

as a national monument of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The national monument 

consists of: a wooden mosque, turbe, mekteb, an old stone fountain bed and 

a harem with a cemetery. 

http://old.kons.gov.ba/main.php?id_struct=6&lang=1&action=view&id=32

51, accessed: 5 February 2020. 
5 According to the still valid Cadastre, the forest around the mosque is owned 

by the Demirdzic family from Sarajevo (from which the famous Bosnian 

actor Rejhan Demirdzic, 1927-1988, is descended). This information could 

be a good guide for clarifying the ethnic structure in Solun, from the time of 

Ottoman, Austro-Hungarian and Kingdom of SHS-Kingdom of Yugoslavia 

administration. 
6 Above the entrance to the mosque (according to the local imam, Mujo ef. 

Numanovic, there was a clearly visible date with the year of construction of 

the mosque, 953 Hijri, which corresponds to 1546 according to the Gregorian 

calendar). 
7 The author of this work received this information from his father, Mustafa 

(Ahmet) Hadrovic (1925-2010), who, as a boy, „watched with his own eyes 

how the key to the mosque was handed over to Reis Spaho on a mahram, and 

he then opened it“.  
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Source: Lejla Hadrovic (7.16.2008.) 

 

Fig 9: Old mosque in Solun (fountain with a stone trough and turbe with an old cemetery) 

 

3. Man 
The term 'man' is a big question, the essence of which he 

himself is trying to solve and decipher within his own 

boundaries, within the boundaries of the Earth and the 

boundaries of the Universe. Together with the rest of the 

living world, it participates in the process of circulating 

matter and energy in nature, sharing with it the same fate, 
birth and dying against its will. Endowed with reason, will 

and feelings, he is the only one in the living world capable of 

discovering the given laws of the structure of nature. Several 

large families live in the Solun: Hadrovic, Klempic, 

Muminovic, Spahic, Kopic, Dzakmic. Until the 1950s, Solun 

was inhabited in a traditional way, where agriculture 

(farming, animal husbandry, fruit growing) was the main 

slaughter of people. In addition, there were local workshops 

in the village (traditional carpentry workshops and a forge) 

and a private shop, a school, they were employed in the Olovo 

municipality (as teachers in primary schools) and in 

Sarajevo's large companies. 

 

4. Boundaries: architecture as a framework of life 
The particularly rapid development of the Solun begins with 
the arrival (1878) of the Austro-Hungarian administration in 

Bosnia and Herzegovina, i.e. after the construction of the 

narrow-gauge railway Zavidovici-Olovo-Han Pijesak-

Kusace. As a place with a railway station (Figure 10) to which 

many roads from the wider area converge, Solun began to 

develop as the center of several villages in the Krivaja river 

valley, and accordingly, the construction of many social 

standard facilities began (Figures 11, 12, 13, 14, 15). 

 

 
Source: 

http://www.blogger.ba/galerije/post/2003025/187143, 
Accessed: 5.8.2020. 

 

Fig 10: The railway station in Solun on Krivaja (1961), left 

 

 
Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 11: The “Hasan Kikic” elementary school building in Solun (2020), right 
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Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 12: The cultural center in Solun on Krivaja (left) and the building of the grocery store, local office, infirmary and residential units for 

school teachers (right) 

 

 
Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 13: Former bakery (later greengrocer) of Idriz Dzakmic from Milankovici 

 

In Solun there is a cemetery (three marked graves) of people 

from Kriva Rijeka who were victims of the chetniks in World 

War II8. The cemetery was in a state of disrepair until the end 

of the war in 1992-1995, when it was renovated and new 

niches were installed (Figure 14). 

 

  
Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 14: Cemeteries of the victims of the Second World War (left) and the infirmary building in Solun on Krivaja (right) 

 

                                                           
8 These are the martyrs: Hasanspahic (Avdo) Nezir (1920-1942), Kljajic 

(Nazif) Jusuf (1918-1942) and Muminovic (Ahmo) Ismet (1918-1942). 
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Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 15: Colakovic family store 

 

'The New Mosque in Solun' (Figures 16, 17) was built over a 

long period of time (1986-2006), due to the circumstances 

dictated by the 1992-1995 war, and also due to the fact that it 

was mainly built by the people of Kriva Rijeka with their own 

funds and direct by participating in construction, as masters 

of all professions [9]. First, the New Mosque was supposed to 

be built in Hadre, where Hamid-hodza, Hasan (Muharem) 

Hadrovic and Mustafa (Ahmet) Hadrovic had already 

donated parts of their fields ('Vinina') for the plot on which 

the mosque would be built. Residents 'on the other side of 

Kriva Rijeka' (Zunova and Bukov Do, mostly) gave up on the 

location, for a (justifiable) reason: the mosque, which was 

supposed to be the 'central mosque for Kriva Rijeka' is far 

from their villages, and the bridge over of the Krivaja river, 

over which they should cross on the way to the mosque, is 

not stable. Thus, it was decided that the location of the New 
Mosque would be in 'Dvorista', where Hasan (Muharem) 

Hadrovic and his aunt, Kadira (Mustafa) Hadrovic, donated 

land for the construction of the mosque. 

Historical circumstances, the war in Bosnia and Herzegovina 

in 1992-1995, created opportunities where many residents 

from the Sokolac and Han Pijesak municipalities stayed in 

the Kriva Rijeka area as refugees ('in mauhadzirluk'). Many 

young men from these regions lost their lives in the defense 

of Olovo and Kriva Rijeka. They were buried in the newly 

formed 'Martyr's Cemetery' ('Solun cemetery' – 'Shehitluk u 

Solunu') near the 'New Mosque in Solun'. Every year, on the 

second day of Ramadan Bajram, the central memorial 

ceremony ('Martyr's Prayer') is held here for the whole of 

Bosnia and Herzegovina. In this way, the New Mosque in 

Solun, Solun, Kriva Rijeka and the whole of Bosnia and 

Herzegovina were honored with the presence of the martyrs 

and the prayer that was taught to them. 

It is important to note that the other martyrs of Kriva Rijeka 

were buried in local cemeteries in their native villages (with 

the grave markers standardized 'martyrs niches'). One of the 

martyrs is Esed (Husein) Hadrovic, who had just moved into 

his new house in 'Dvorista', near the New Mosque in Solun. 
The construction of the minaret and the house for the imam 

of the mosque was donated by a businessman from Sarajevo, 

Hilmo Selimovic, and in his own way showed gratitude and 

respect to the young men from the area of Sokolac who gave 

their lives in the defense of Olovo and Kriva Rijeka, during 

the Serbian aggression in 1992-1995. 

 

 

                                                           
9 Thus, the main carpenters (on the intricately designed dome of the mosque) 

were Sejfudin (Jusuf) Muminovic and Mujo Hasanspahic, the main armourer 

was Ismet (Imam) Muminovic, the mimber, kjurs, fences next to the mihrab, 

the staircase and the fence on the mahfil were made by Safer (Semso) 

Muminovic and Sifet (Sulejman) Helja, the entrance door was made by Rifet 

Hasanspahic, the locksmithing on the domes was done by Enver (Jusuf) 

Hadrovic. Some individuals from Kriva Rijeka particularly stood out for 

their voluntary work. The author of this work, for example, received 

information from Ibrahim (Ibrahim) Muminovic (who was one of the main 

organizers of the construction of the mosque, and its muteveli), that Fehim 

(Ibrahim) Muminovic (over two thousands). 
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Source: Author (7.22.2017.) 

 

Fig 16: The New Mosque in Solun, exterior (Architect: Prof. Ph.D. Ahmet Hadrovic) 
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Source: Author (7.22.2017.) 

 

Fig 17: The New Mosque in Solun, interior (Architect: Prof. Ph.D. Ahmet Hadrovic) 

 

Certain periods are clearly distinguished in the architecture 

of the Solun: buildings created immediately after the end of 

the world war (mainly reconstructed and adapted pre-war 

buildings), buildings built in the 1960s (Figure 18), and 

buildings built in the 1980s until today (Figures 19-27). 

Houses built immediately after the end of the Second World 

War were mostly reconstructed and adapted to steria, 

traditional Bosnian chardaklia houses, built 'with two floors 

('boj') and chardaks in the roof area'. 

Along the Solun-Hadre road, new houses began to be built in 
the 1980s, both the houses of the new generations in Solun 

itself, and the houses of young people from Hadre (and other 

Kriva Rijeka villages), who started their families (Figures 21-

27 ). 

So Idriz, Meho and Muriz (Ibrahim Spahic's sons) built their 

houses in 'Rosulje' (Idriz), 'Dvorista' (Meho) and on the site 

of the previous family house (Muriz); Idriz, Emin and Fazil 

(Camil Mustajbegovic's sons) built their new houses in 

'Rosulje' (the estate that their maternal grandfather, Salko 

Numanovic, known as Grandfather Numan, bought from Ibro 

Merdan); Taib (Hasan) Hadrovic, built a house in 'Polje'; 

Fadil (Osman) Hadrovic, in 'Rosulje'; Ibrahim (Hasan) 

Hadrovic, in 'Zabrdje'; Salem and Esed (Husein) Hadrovic 

built houses in 'Dvorista'. Adil (Mustafa) Hadrovic built a 

house in 'Gornje polje'; Muhamed (Hamid) Hadrovic, in 

'Gornje polje'; the sons of Zada Turbic (née Hadrovic), Kadir 

and Zakir (Ibrahim) Turbic, from Martinovici, built their 
houses in 'Hamid-hodza Zurpacija', right next to the road 

above 'Gornje polje'; Ejub (Avdo) Hadrovic built a house in 

'Gornje polje', on the location where the 'UPI Olovo' buffet 

used to be; Suljo (Meho) Hadrovic built a house in 

'Hadrovska zurpacija', along the road on the edge of 'Gornje 

polje' [10]. 

 

  
Source: Author (5.28.2020.) 

 

Fig 18: Camil Mustajbegovic's house 

                                                           
10 After the brotherly division, this house remained to Ramo (Suljo) 

Hadrovic, while Meho (Suljo) Hadrovic built his house in 'Polje' (between 

the Olovo-Zavidovici regional road and the old Krizevici-Solun road). 
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Source: Author (5.21.2020.) 

 

Fig 19: The Klempic family houses in Solun. From top to bottom: the Ismet (Ibrahim) Klempic house, the Avda (Ibrahim) Klempic house, 

the Meho (Ibrahim) Klempic house (reconstructed original construction), the Sead (Avdo) Klempic house (on the site of the old house of his 

grandfather, Ibrahim Klempic), Seid (Avdo) Klempic's house (on the site of Ibrahim Klempic's former tavern, which was run by his daughter 

Zada), Esad (Ismet) Klempic's house, Sakib (Avdo) Klempic's house, gardens and orchards of the Klempic family.  

 

  
 

  
Source: Author (5.21.2020.) 

 

Fig 20: The Mustajbegovic brothers houses (sons of Camil and Devlija) in Solun. From top to bottom: Idriz's house, Emin's house, Fazil's 
house and Akif Mustajbegovic's house (the former house of Camil and Devlija Mustajbegovic) 
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Source: Author (7.16.2008.) 

 

Fig 21: The Adil Hadrovic's house in 'Gornje polje' (left), houses of grandson Hamid ef. Hadrovic and Abdulah Hadrovic's house in 'Gornje 
polje' (right) 

 

 
Source: Author (7.16.2008.) 

 

Fig 22: Zehrid Kovacevic's house in 'Gornje polje' in Solun 

 

  
Source: Author (7.16.2008.) 

 

Fig 23: The Muhamed (Hamid) Hadrovic and his son Miralem houses in 'Gornje polje' (left) and the houses of the Muminovic and Dzakmic 

families at the foot of 'Alijina zurpacija' (right) 
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Source: Author (5.21.2020.) 

 

Fig 24: Houses of the Hadrovic family in Solun. From top to bottom: the Taib (Hasan) Hadrovic house, the Fadil (Osman) Hadrovic house 
and the Ibrahim (Hasan) Hadrovic house 
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Source: Author (7.16.2008.) 

 

Fig 25: Salem and Esed (Husein) Hadrovic houses in 'Dvorista', near the New Mosque in Solun (Architect: Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hadrovic)  

 

  
Source: Author (May 2011) 

 

Fig 26: The Ejub (Avdo) Hadrovic house, Solun on Krivaja (2002). (Architect: Prof. Ph.D. Ahmet Hadrovic) 

 

  
Source: Author (5.28.2020.) 

 

Fig 27: The Prof. Dr. Muriz Spahic's house (Architect: Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hadrovic), left, and the house of the family of Hamid-Hodža's 

granddaughter Ferseda-Hanka (née Hadrovic) Kadric on 'Hamid-hodza polje' in Solun (Architect: Prof. Dr. Ahmet Hadrovic), right 

 
 

Solun is the center of the local community to which ten 

villages gravitate. Since it is located on the regional road 

(formerly the route of the narrow-gauge railway) Olovo-

Zavidovici, Solun has developed as a settlement with service 

branches of public companies (forestry, post office, shops), 

(Figures 28,29,30) and private companies (Figure 31). 
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Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 28: Parking for Forestry vehicles in Solun (Location of the former camp that was there until the narrow-gauge railway was abolished in 

1972) 

 

  
Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 29: The administration building of RJ 'Sumarstvo' Solun (with two smaller apartments). It was built on the site of the former railway 

station in Solun (after the abolition of the narrow-gauge railway in 1972), on the left, and the post office building in Solun, on the right 

 

  
Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 30: Business buildings in Solun: the building of the 'Diskont' store in Solun (built in the 1980s on the site of the former grain  and hay 
warehouse of RJ 'Sumarstvo' Solun), left, and the Colakovic family store on the site of the former tavern of the owner Ibrahim Halilovic, on 

the right 
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Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 31: The Hasan (Ibrahim) Kljajic business building on the former Ibrahim (Osman-hodza) Hadrovic field 

 

In several places along the Krivaja river, recreational zones 

have been arranged where (mostly young) people rest and 

organize parties (mainly May 1 celebrations) – birthday 

celebrations, celebrations of some of their successes. Such 

places are located at the mouth of 'Duboki potok', at the 

mouth of 'Mali Duboki potok', at 'Kamenita luka', near 

'Banja', in 'Crni potok' (Figure 32). 

 

  
 

A resting place at the mouth of 'Mali Duboki potok' below the Hadre village  

 

  
Source: Author (5.17.2020.) 

 

Fig 32: Odmorišta uz rijeku Krivaju 
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A resting place at the mouth of 'Duboki potok' below the 

Hadre village (left) and at the site of the former mill on 

Krivaja river, below the Hadre village (right) 

Until the 1992-1995 war, the cemetery next to the 'Old 

Mosque' was the only cemetery in Solun. During the war, a 

martyr's cemetery was formed next to the 'New Mosque in 

Solun'. As Solun expanded (with new residents from the 

Kriva Rijeka area and beyond), a new cemetery was 

established at the top of the 'Hadrovske zurpacie', right next 

to the medieval necropolis of stecaks (Figure 33). 

 

 
Source: Author (5.14.2020.) 

 

Fig 33: The new cemetery in Solun on Krivaja (in the immediate vicinity of the smaller stecak necropolis at the top of the 'Hadrovske 
zurpacie') 

 

4. Conclusion 
The 'natural environment' is more or less a given reality that 

man can preserve, change or devastate (change) to the extent 

that it becomes a 'new natural reality'. These changes, as a 

rule, on the other side of long-term human needs, are rarely 

beneficial, both in the short term and in the long term [3, 7]. 

The most important value of the Solun village is the Krivaja 

river. The preservation of its water potential, its purity, its 
unique geographical forms (canyons, waterfalls, calm parts 

of its course) and biological diversity will depend not only on 

the autochthonous population living in its catchment area, but 

also on the development of the consciousness of the narrower 

and wider community (from local communities to states and 

the European Union). The Krivaja river is not only the result 

of geomorphology and hydrology, but also the existence of 

forests in its basin. In order to ensure the permanent values 

of the natural environment, spatial plans should be made, 

from the municipal to the state level, which would regulate 

the way resources are managed and the place of man in the 

natural environment (possible interventions in terms of 

infrastructure, economy, settlements, recreation). Rafting 

regattas have already started to be organized on the Krivaja 

river. A sport fishing competition could be organized in a 

similar way. The multitude of streams (the biggest and most 

important is the 'Solun's stream') is a huge resource of the 
Solun village that needs to be preserved. Streams are already 

in danger after the uncontrolled 'trapping' of their sources, 

and after the uncontrolled drainage of waste water and the 

uncontrolled dumping of garbage. The mentioned spatial plan 

should be harmonized with the appropriate legislation (with 

an emphasis on the ecological component), which would 

regulate human behavior in the environment. In the last few 

years, the Olovo Municipality has undertaken significant and 

very effective activities in this sense. Garbage collection and 

removal in the Kriva Rijeka area is controlled, and residents 

pay small co-payments for the services. Forests are an 

important resource of the area of the Solun village. Until now, 

they have been treated as a source of wood mass (technical 

wood, firewood), while the ambiguity of their place in the 

environment (environment that ensures biological diversity, 

drinking water source base, climate regulator, healthy food 

base) is ignored. Adequate treatment of forest diversity 

should be ensured in the future spatial plan, which will be 

ensured by appropriate legislation through all levels of social 

organization. Available arable land is a natural constant. 
Raising the level of its quality should be done and monitored 

with the help of science and expertise, in a way that ensures 

ecological food production. Rural tourism could have a 

significant place in the life of the Solun village in the future. 

Already at this moment, this type of tourism is practiced, and 

in order for it to become continuous throughout the year, 

management infrastructure (travel agencies) needs to be 

arranged, from the local community to the highest state level. 

It seems that only Bosnia and Herzegovina's membership in 

the European Union can raise the level of awareness about 

the practice of these jobs, which for now seem utopian. Since 

the area of the Solun village is located near Sarajevo, it will 

always be an attractive place to live. Already today, it is a 

place for weekend stays, summer vacations and winter 

holidays for families with a permanent residence in Sarajevo, 

and this stay, apart from hedonistic ones, also has many 

practical dimensions (growing fruits and vegetables, for 
example). The globalization of the world has not bypassed 

Bosnia and Herzegovina or any part of its territory. After 

graduating from college, both in Bosnia and Herzegovina and 

in the world, the young generations of the Solun village do 

not determine their existential space territorially, but 

according to the assessment of their possibilities and chances 

in the open world market. There will be those descendants 

who, in accordance with their nature and professional 

orientation, will remain in their villages and achieve a high 

level of existence, in accordance with the narrower and wider 

social context in which the Solun village is now, or in what 

context it may be in the future. Regardless of the needs that 
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will be created for existential reasons, future generations of 

the Solun village will have more or less pronounced aesthetic 

and psychological needs for contacts with this space that 

confirms those layers of their personality that stand before 

every practical action. It should be emphasized that the 

perspectives of people in the future generations of the Solun 

village are determined by the relative proximity of Sarajevo 

and Tuzla. The history of the Solun has so far shown that the 

'natural environment' primarily determined human 

perspectives, while the 'social environment' determined the 

intensity of life. The entry of Bosnia and Herzegovina into 
the European Union would render meaningless the rigidity of 

belonging to an ethnic group, as a fundamental input in the 

complexity of life, and would affirm all other inputs that 

enable the all-round development of both the individual and 

his collectives. In conditions of open possibilities, both 

development and affirmation of specificity, each individual 

will reach his natural expression, in accordance with his 

immanent strength, in conditions of competition. 
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