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1. Introduction

The good management of the resources of any country leads to its self-sufficiency. In the case of Syria, we explore both resource
potentials and also capability of management given the facts on the ground. In this paper, we use qualitative inquiry to answer
the following question: what are the capabilities of self-sufficiency of Syria, given the human, physical, material and natural
resources the country unique?

The researchers use document analysis and an exploratory study to highlight self-sufficiency potentials and the use of these
resources after protracted conflict and the end of the Assad Regime. The paper shows that Syria has potential resources such as
arable land, gas, human capital, and is increasingly adopting ICT and other skills that can help in uplifting self-sufficiency.
However, the country is very dependent on external resources. Import is three to four times higher than export, the agriculture
and animal husbandry are highly affected, and services, including health, transport, electricity, energy, and housing, need
boosters.

This paper recommends that reforms in all sectors should be implemented in parallel macroeconomically, especially in foreign
trade, and the country should not depend only on agricultural products and calcium phosphates for exports. There are many other
areas to be developed at the macroeconomic level, such as manufacturing, oil, gas, and other exploration of mining resources.
At the micro level, the household should have income, insurance, electricity, shelter, jobs, develop farming, and try to have
mutual help with family members living abroad — diaspora, for family stability.
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2. Literature Review

2.1 Self-sufficiency as theory

Self-sufficiency is being in a situation where a household, in
microeconomic terms, or a nation in macroeconomic terms,
can survive without depending on others’ production or
simply a country with limited dependence. The countries of
developing nations mostly depend on 60 to 45 per cent of
their income from foreign aid or loans due to their deficit in
the balance of trade and lack of enough domestic production.
Tessler (2025) 81 mentioned that with free trade and
globalisation, the world economy is facing some challenges
that require a nation to think of and implement local
production facilities in order to survive shocks, sanctions, or
shortages of some products that are necessary for the survival
of people. These range from health facilities, medicines, food
and materials of security - weapons (Tessler, 2025) 61,
Self-sufficiency means that whatever economic activity the
household or the nation does, the goal is not to depend on
others to survive, even if the country boosts free trade.
Therefore, global or regional free trade becomes a tool to
build national survival (Mushimiyimana and Buheji, 2024)
[32]

The challenges of household and nation are when they have
been depending on aid for a long time, which brings in the
concept of aid dependence, whereby people fail to materialise
aid into local production that can sustain their life after it is
over. The concept of aid dependence syndrome means that
the recipient of aid actually fails to overcome the situation of
always receiving and not working for their own survival or
mobilising investment, which boosts local employment
(Moyo, 2010) @71, In addition to that, aid has been an
alternative to many societies with low production, while
donor countries were not eager to increase it or were giving
it with tight conditions that sometimes conflict with local
interests, including the survival of people or national security
(Moyo, 2010) 271,

Aid was also not tangible enough to enclave the local
economy and integrate the market. Some money remained in
the coffers of states or was misused by recipient country
leaders who sometimes transform it into their own money and
so embezzle it. We have seen many cases in African countries
in last decades where aid was used for private gain and the
recipient people received little or nothing from it. However,
where aid was used properly in case of Rwanda post genocide
governance, it can boost the economy and reach vulnerable
people and therefore be an ingredient of change. Besides,
where aid was misused, it failed to boost the economy and to
build capacity for resilience and self-sufficiency in the
unforeseen situation or crisis in the future.

For Moyo (2010) 7], aid died in Africa in the sense that it did
not fully fulfil the needs of the young African generation and
offer them jobs. Moyo (2010) 71 argues that aid in some
African countries became an addiction that they often resort
to instead of looking for another mechanism to raise funds for
investment. The example was Ethiopia — the country that
received almost 3.5 billion USD from donor countries and
institutions, including the World Bank, USA, and UK, and
mostly the aid comprises 50 to 60 per cent of the total budget.
However, in the year 2010s, 16% of the Ethiopian population
received food aid, and they depended on millions of tons of
wheat from abroad to survive each year. (The Oakland
Institute 2013) 7, Rwanda used to have about 60% of aid
dependence in the last 16 years and now at least 48%, and
recently developed a system where almost 80% of its budget
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will come from its internal income.

Learning from Rwanda, we see that the country developed on
self-reliance measures given the global challenges to nation
building, including abrupt change of foreign policy of donor
states, such as the European Union as an organisation and
some EU countries as states. This induces interference of the
donor into national matters of state sovereignty and interest,
including security. In many statements, President Paul
Kagame of Rwanda highlighted that he prefers trade than aid
as the latter is too conditional, while markets are neutral
(Kagame, 2015) 231,

The challenges that exist for families and nations to be self-
sufficient are that (1) they may adopt conflicting policies and
therefore fall into a conflict trap. Collier (2008) I argues that
when a community fall into conflict, as they fight, they get
poorer and as they are poor, they easily fall into the
recruitment of rebellion and indeed fight again. He mentions
that poverty induces conflict and conflict triggers poverty,
again, what he calls the conflict trap and the poverty traps.
His hypothesis is that the country can never develop until it
decides to set up peace, distribute resources to people and
develop the economy (Collier, 2008) 51,

Other difficulties have been (1) socio-economic
marginalization, (2) misuse of resources or resource curse
and extractive enclave economy (Auty,1993,
Mushimiyimana and Buheji, 2023) 2 31 (3) some forms of
neoliberal exploitation and too much cultural dependance
(Ferguson, 2006) 61 (4) corruption and bad governance
(Mathai, 2009), (5) dependance syndrome and greedy
mindset of household members or some national level corrupt
leaders (Moyo, 2010) 271,

To build self-sufficiency is to overcome these challenges and
induce a resilience mindset from individual citizens to leaders
of the nation, building proactiveness (Buheji, 2018a; Buheji,
2018b, Buheji, 2020; Buheji et al. 2020a; Buheji et al. 2020b;
Mushimiyimana and Buheji, 2024, Bartle, 2012) [ 1% 32,
Resilience economics is to accept the agility and suffering of
today while building a foundation of tomorrow. Challenges
are normal and poverty is real in the case of Syria, but
building economic resilience means accepting the situation
which is challenging, but building a reliable foundation that
trigger self-sufficiency. These foundations are for instance,
education, security, health services, justice, and jobs (Buheji
and Mushimiyimana 2024) 2, but also economic bases such
as modernising agriculture, bringing value chain for
resources including mineral, oil resources, as well as
industrialising. In the case of Syria and many other
developing nations, the countries have no direct hand in the
control of energy resources as regional, global actors partly
or fully control them -see the case of USA influence in
Eastern Syria. (Shaffer, 2025, Agnew, 2009) 3511,

To overcome resource curse especially in oil or mineral
resource includes strategic use investment and arranging
income sharing between investor and state (Mushimiyimana,
2017), and also using resource revenues for the betterment or
wellbeing of society — distributing, disenclaving and building
good governance and political and socioeconomic inclusion
(Authy 1993, Ferguson, 2009, Mushimiyimana, 2019).

2.2 Self-Sufficiency as a socioeconomic approach

Self-sufficiency is a socio-economic approach by which a
person or nation is economically and socially quite
independent from other people or other nations
(Mushimiyimana and Buheji, 2024) B2, The Oxford
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Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of current English defines
self-sufficiency as the ability to fulfil one’s own needs,
without help from others: for example, a country self-
sufficient in grain such as maize, wheat and rice. Buheji et al.
(2020) ™4 highlighted that being self-sufficient is about
obtaining, having, or producing the resources one needs
through optimising the utilisation of these resources and
potentials of what one owns or produces in quantities and
quality, needed during peace or in crisis.

The concept has been growing rapidly after the failure of
donor countries to induce development in many developing
nations. Therefore, self-sufficiency has been equated with
self-reliance as a mechanism to reduce dependence of nations
on foreign aid. Self-sufficiency, generally in terms of
economy and specifically in energy and food are booster of
sovereignty capability and a determinant of future survival in
unforeseeable situations, and in addition to food and energy,
some add defence capabilities. Tessler (2025) 8] argues that
sovereign capability includes defence, medical infrastructure
and products that the country may have to survive during
global challenges. He suggested the examples of building
domestic medical and defence facilities, such as Moderna
Technology Centre-Melbourne (MTC-M) in order to
decrease foreign imports in vaccination after the COVID-19
experience in Australia.

Self-Sufficiency is not becoming autarchy, which is an
economy based on a country's production and market alone.
Self-sufficiency does not compromise international trade,
free market economy, being recipient of aid but limit the
overreliance on them given their shortcomings unreliability,
and insufficiency to solve local problems including material
and non-materials needs of citizens, economic crisis and
shortage; as well as the unemployment and other market
dysfunctionalities (Moyo, 2010, Tessler, 2025) [27:36],

Syria has a domestic age dependence of 53.9 per cent in 2023
(Trading Economics, 2025) 8 and poverty, which affects 69
per cent of its population in 2022, whereby one in four was
extremely poor in the same year (World Bank, 2025). The
country’s agricultural products were low and not sufficient,
and food insecurity has been intense in the country (World
bank, 2025). The country needs to boost its economic
performance as dependence at the local level is high.

The Syrian economy is not only locally dependent but also
internationally dependent. The country is highly dependent
on agricultural products — olive oil and calcium phosphates
for export. A population of 18, 604,031 estimated for 2021,
the GDP per capita was estimated at $6,000 USD and with
chance to rise further due to the establishment of peace since
2024, after a long civil war. Moreover, Peace and unity are
cornerstones for all processes of self-sufficiency. This gives
hope for Syria. The philosophical mind of working,
producing and selling goes hand in hand with the spirits of
ease doing business, good service delivery and peace in mind
and in environment as the study of post genocide Rwanda,
against Tutsi, shows (Gatwa and Mbonyinkebe, 2022, Pp 30-
31, Buheji and Mushimiyimana, 2025) [28 101,

In this study, we focus on the economic aspect of self-
sufficiency of Syria, as in the former article, we focused on
post-conflict state building and unity of Syria after the fall of
the Assad regime (see Buheji and Mushimiyimana, 2025) 121,
Therefore, the paper addresses the question on what can be
done for Syria to build its self-sufficiency after the fall of the
Assad regime.
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2.3 Self-sufficiency and home-grown solutions
Homegrown solution is citizen-based resource mobilisation,
both local and in diaspora, to produce and solve problems at
local and from local or regional resources and skills.
Homegrown solution has been one of the ways that countries
used to gain momentum for activities and production, and
also involves diaspora in different activities and services
(Gacinya and Uwimbabazi, 2022, p. 153) [18],
Socioeconomic problems require homegrown solutions.
These are, for instance, a lack of jobs, a lack of enough health
service funds and infrastructure, a lack of enough water, and
basic needs. In the home-grown solution approach, every
country has to mobilise resources, especially from nationals
living inside the territory or in diaspora, to contribute to
finding solutions adequate to foreseen problems. For Buheji
(2020) 81, socioeconomic problem identification and solving
require studying what the society actually needs to overcome
a threat, such as poverty, illiteracy and lack of water, and then
transforming problems into solutions through setting up
different activities.

In this framework, resources are not only money but also
other ways, including the use of social and human capital as
well as a knowledge-based economy. In this framework,
Rwanda, for instance, after the genocide against Tutsi,
managed to establish a home-grown solution, including
finding out mechanism of ensuring health services funding
by establishing “Mutuelle de Sante” and Community Health
Worker (CHW) (Mujawase, 2019, p. 235) 28l The health
insurance scheme covers at least 90 per cent of the population
and serves them from local to national reference hospitals.
People also through their population, can identify their need
and address it by themselves through Umuganda. Local
communities often have their say and they decide on what
need to be done in their area during umuganda (community
work) gatherings (Gatwa and Monyinkebe, 2019) 4],

The country used Umuganda - free public work,
decentralised which happens once a month. to build enough
schoolrooms, repair roads, etc. For instance, during COVID-
19, thousands of classrooms were built to receive new pupils
and decrease congestion. Iron sheets were provided through
government support but schools were built by people
themselves and funds and labour from the local people.
Umuganda allows the government, through decentralized
structures, to engage in civic education related to any
government plan and to sensitize people to regard
government needs as their own, moreover, the use of
umuganda in public projects reduces costs through the use of
free and joint labor (Gatwa and Mbonyinkebe, 2019, p 77)
[19]

Homegrown solution occurs for self-sufficiency purposes or
decreasing overdependence and is a concept that can be
developed further in different areas of community
development activities. It exists as an alternative to foreign
solutions for the local community and a reliable one in
different domain, including development of local industry or
local initiatives for work, including developing carpentry
through cooperatives (Buheji and Mushimiyimana, 2023,
Mushimiyimana, 2022) [ 311,

3. Methodology

In order to assess Syria's self-sufficiency capabilities, we
used qualitative enquiries such as document analysis,
observation and a home-grown approach developed in
Rwanda post genocide era. The documents analysed are
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annals of the Surian economy since the year 2020 to 2025.
Others are press releases and media channels, and documents
focusing on Syria, especially after the 2024 revolution.

The Observations collected since the end of the conflict in
Syria in 2024, focused on the movement of the country in the
way toward stability and sustainability of the socioeconomic
situation. This paper came like proactive research to support
the framing of policies that can consolidate that journey and
inform about choices of self-sufficiency as a priority of state
interest and community development strategies.

The research uses both the micro and macro levels of
economic self-sufficiency of Syria. At the microeconomic
level, we analyse the resilience and capability approach and
the family level. At the macroeconomic level, we analyse
country's production, its balance of trade, and its production.

4. Benchmarking possible home-grown self-sufficiency
solutions in Syria

4.1 Exploring ‘how can Syria develop self-sufficiency and
home-grown solutions?’

Syria faces immense challenges after years of conflict,
including economic sanctions, infrastructure damage, and
displacement. To reduce dependence on foreign aid and
rebuild sustainably, Syria must focus on local resources,
innovation, and community-driven solutions.

To build a practical roadmap, we need to understand Syria’s
types of natural, physical and human assets that would
complement the social asset that would build self-sufficiency.

4.1.1 Agriculture and food security

To revive the farming industry, Syria can rehabilitate
damaged lands using low-tech methods like no-till farming.
Promote drought-resistant crops (e.g., durum wheat, lentils,
olives) and encourage urban farming through home
gardening initiatives.

To complement these efforts Syria, need to reduce the food
waste and establish local collection and storage centres for
grains and vegetables. The country is also in need of
developing the small-scale food processing (canning, drying)
industry to extend shelf-life.

Renewable energy can be implemented to help shift to solar-
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powered irrigation pumps instead of diesel. Besides, biogas
systems to convert organic waste into fuel.

4.1.2 Boosting local small and medium industries

Syria is a haven for the traditional crafts industry. This can be
further developed by developing more local artisans in
textiles (Aleppo’s fabrics), natural soap (laurel soap), and
handmade glass (Damascus glass).

Part of demanding self-sufficiency in Syria is recycling and
upcycling. This can be done by repurpose war debris into
agricultural spare parts and furniture from scrap metal.

4.1.3 Other possible industries

The other self-sufficiency-based possible industries such as
pharmaceutical medicines, like basic antibiotics and Oral
rehydration salts (ORS).

Also, home solar systems and solar panel production using
silica from sand can be differentiated. This can be supported
by deploying small wind turbines in coastal and mountainous
areas, besides building biogas digesters in rural areas for
cooking fuel.

Syria can be rebuilt from within by leveraging local
resources, grassroots innovation, and decentralized systems.
The country can gradually reduce dependency on imports and
foreign aid while fostering sustainable growth.

4.2 The microeconomic aspect of Syria's self-sufficiency
The microeconomic level of households in Syria is very low
due to 13 years of war, and an earthquake that deteriorated
the country’s economy and left people unemployed. UNHCR
(2023) % shows that 85% of people in Syria do not meet the
basic needs, including food, shelter, etc. However, there is
potential for a domestic self-sufficiency mechanism.

The following Table (1) shows these possibilities and
predictions in 10 years ahead as per the required family
sufficiency areas, in relevance to the recent or current
situation. The authors propose potential home-grown
solutions, benchmarking to Rwanda's three decades of
experience. Table (1) also foresight what type of self-
sufficiency can be developed over the next 10 to 15 years.

Table 1

Recent or Current
Situation

Syria family
sufficiency areas

Existing Strategic potentials for family
self-sufficiency

Foresight in 10-15 Years

There is still problem of
shelter, irregular housing,
and problem of access to
land tenure in different
constituencies.

1- Housing / Shelter
and Land Tenure

Making small houses for shelter of people
who are poor or vulnerable.
Reforming the Land Registry Office so that
it reaches decentralised entities.
Setting up harmonized and flexible
institution and law to ease land and housing
property common for the whole country as
well as establishing establishment of
property right in general for the whole
territory and especially in Al-Haidariya
neighbourhood, in Aleppo and Al-Qaboun
neighbourhood in Damascus (Mahallesi and
Caddasi, 2020) 28],

Making sure that there are 100
per cent housing and shelter
levels to accommodate people,
including the vulnerable ones.
Access to land tenure and
titles countrywide using
Geographical Information
System (GIS) and Land
Information System (LIS) to
further reduce conflict (see
Mushimiyimana, 2023) [,

9 million of people have
food insecurity, and
3 million severely food
insecure (World Food
Program, 2025)

2-Food

Increase farming and adopting modern crop
farming given the variety that are fertile in

Develop agriculture, especially crop
production and the food processing industry,
from center to the local level.

Food security and alleviation
of hunger and malnutrition
countrywide, and develop

food for welfare programs in

communities, including setting
up a school meal mechanism.

Syria,
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3-Education

7,000 schools were
damaged, need of repair,
some are being repaired as
shown in the picture below.
Education is stretched and
underfunded, inconsistence
in academic programs, and
2.4 million school dropout
cases due to different issues
(Qaddour, and Husain,
2022) 34,

Need to set up coherent academic program,
Continue repairs schools and building new
ones, raising fund and community
contribution to building schools.
Encourage youth to rejoin schools while
avoiding school drop out again

Establish enough school for
kids and raise budget and
allow both private and public
school to raise their own
funding in addition to national
budget.
Maintaining and upraising the
good level of literacy rate.
Increasing quality in
vocational and technical
schools.

4-Family Stability

Some families are
disintegrated due to war and
conflict; millions are still
abroad, and others were
relocated (Operation and
Policy Centre and The
Centre for Operational
Analysis and Research,
2022) [13],

Repatriation of refugees as key project,
establishing secession clauses, creating a
good relationship with the diaspora, and

putting ways that families can communicate

in distances, and ways of helping each other

easily send money to each other and easily
registering their property.

More family stability
More security on the property,
Strong and supportive
diaspora.

More stable families

3.46 lower compared to

Increasing games and other home-grown
happiness solutions and human security

To have reached a global

triggered social injustices
and culture of impunity

Setting up of sharing information and truth
on missing persons during conflict and
remembering the victims. Building inclusive
governance and development.

5-Happiness global average which is mechanisms. average index of 5 42 or
5,42 Decrease social inequality and alleviation of surpass it at 6.00 rate.
generalised poverty
Setting locally and decentralized institution
of justice grounded from integral person in
Long period of conflict, society.
6-Justice abuse and impunity Setting up reparation mechanism. Setting a free and just society

of Syria

7-Access to Clean
Water and Washing
Services

About 14.6 million of
people do not have safe and
clean water, while 7 million
are in acute need of washing

services (UNICEF, 2025)
[41]

Increasing tools to access water in the towns
and in the villages.

Increasing water channels and increasing
community awareness and technology to
access water.
water and waste water treatment
technologies, wetlands construction and the
use of treated waste water for irrigation.
(UNICEF, 2025) *1

Having solved the problem of
access to clean water.
Access to clean water for at
least 98 % of the population.
More WASH programs in
schools (UNICEF 2025) 1,

8-Security

The country is still facing
insecurity in a few regions,
risk of losing sovereignty to

powerful neighbours

9-Access to Health

Shortage of medical
supplies, healthcare
professionals, and funding
(Generis Global, 2024).
Disparities in the region on
access to health care.
(Generis Global; 2024).

Institutionalising and training of Local
health workers and setting up local health
workers.

Setting up a vaccination facility mechanism,
removing disparities in health care services
across regions.

Allowing more private sector groups or
individuals to open their clinics to
supplement the existing public ones.
Efficiency and effectiveness in health
insurance.

90% of coverage in the health
insurance scheme.
10% other private or special
insurance to add on 100% of
ease of access to health and
vaccination services.

10-Income,
Production and
Management

GDP per capita is 6,000 $,
The agricultural land is
almost 28%, wheat and a
few other commodities are
bought with government
subsidy, however, the
corruption and managerial
ethics of production and
services in Syria have been
generally very low.

Introducing an advanced system of
performance management, control and anti-
corruption measures.
Supporting job creation and extending
farming, industry and local production
cooperative and private initiatives.
Allowing foreign and local investment and
redressing energy production and export

GDP per capita 15,000 $ in 10
years.

11-Employment

Very low — actually in
negative

Recovery of the economy should be
prioritised with a public work payment
scheme, and if possible, an unemployment

90% of employment
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subsidy, even at the local level, with local
initiatives and international stakeholders

12-Insurance

Internationally, the country
is still ranked as an Extreme
risk level (Hotsport, 2025)
Kidnap ransom, crisis
management, medical
evacuation and
transportation difficulties
(Hotspot Cover, 2025) 22,
Nationally, there exists
public health insurance
And private health
insurance for advanced
medical care.

Both need to be developed, decentralised,
funded, and service upgraded. Services
should be improved, and insurance coverage
for business, fire, and agriculture production
could be implemented

Service improved.

13- Cattle and
Domestic Animals

22 million head of Awassi
Sheep,

1.5 million local and Shami
goats, 27,000 camels, 6,000
buffalos, 27% of the
agriculture economy, and
95% of home consumption,
especially in rural areas,
data are from the period
near when the conflict
erupted in 2011 (Aidaros,
and Abdessalam, 2008) 2.
Decline in water buffalo
numbers in the farms due to
protracted violence that
affected not only people but
also animals. Example in
North Western Syria (Clark,
2018) 141,

Increasing the number of cattle using local
and regional strategies to bring back and
reproduce cattle and sheep.

Making sure that a big number of farms and
rural household have sheep, goats and
buffalo again and in good numbers.

Having animal contribution of
50% of agriculture sector.
Having the number of water
buffalo increased.

14-Farming/ Food

Farms spoilt
Access to water has been

Increase fertilising, irrigation and crop
production sites for increasing the

Restoring the irrigation
system, dams and multiplying

Electricity and
Access to the
Internet

19.5 million connected
cellular phones
9.01 million people
connected with the internet,
and 35.8 % of internet
penetration in the early
months of 2025. (Kemp,
2025) 241

power.
Continue mobilising public and private
initiatives to increase the mobile system in
the country, setting more services online and
on phone, including e-services and mobile
money.

Crops problematic, and irrigation O . seeds and crops at least by 80
has been an issue. availability of seed to plant countrywide. per cent yield sufficiency level
There is a high need for
access to electricity in .bOth Need to increase access in both urban and
household and public |
institutions. Shortage and S fural areas. . -
- - Thinking of urbanisation and semi- 80% access to electricity and
cut-offs exist countrywide. o o
15-Power / urbanisation to ease access of electricity and energy.

70 % internet penetration and

85 % of the population from

15 years and above) owning
cellular phones.

Source: authors, 2025

4.3 The macroeconomic aspect of Syria’s self-sufficiency
Table (2) shows that the Syrian self-sufficiency is possible
though difficult exercise. It shows the socioeconomic,
agroeconomic and other aspects of micro as well as macro
economy and recommend the strategies to solve different
problems. These recommendations is not a panacea to Syrian
economic problem but part of the contribution to each sector
and area mentioned in the table above.

More importantly, the country needs highly micro and
macroeconomic  reestablishment and progress after
protracted revolution (Buheji and Mushimiyimanana, 2025,
Turkmani et al 2022) %, The analysis made here was to
engineer and awaken economic change that leads to self-
sufficiency. The deficit we see in the balance of trade can

only be filled by boosting production, education, ICT,
industrialisation, regional integration and economic
liberalisation, so that Syria reaches overseas markets in return
and boosts even other sectors such as manufacturing,
boosting gas and energy, tourism and the infrastructure
sector.

The opportunity of stability and removal of economic
sanctions by most of the donors, such as the European Union
and individual countries, will facilitate building internal
economic resilience. If the country continues what it started
with after the revolution, i.e. to abolish corruption,
mismanagement, while rising distribution, and production
awareness, certainly Syria will be self-sufficient in the
coming years.
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Table 2
chro_economlc Receqt or purrent Plan or Strategies for Self-Sufficiency Foresight in 10-15 Years
indicators situation
Increase the scope, products and
Mostly dominated by manufact_urlng industry. Not relying only )
- on agricultural products for exports. Reaching overseas markets,
agricultural products .
- Increase the scope of the market. not necessarily
except Calcium - . h .
1-Export Phosphates Reworking on gas and energy exports. neighbouring countries
Sphates. Continue supporting export products such alone.
$53.6 Million in 2023 L .
(OEC, 2025) as olive 0|I,_ calc.lum pho;phates, cotton,
' but also diversifying with energy and
manufacturing products
Import is still high Maintaining imports for people’s welfare D_ecreasmg dependen_ce on
compared to export. o - i imports at least making a
2-Import I while increasing resilience for new
$178 Million in 2023. roduction and new markets balance of trade less
(OEC, 2025) P negative
Decreasing dependence on imports, trying L
3-Balance of Trade $-124.4 Million to produce more locally and regionally Sé%?i';f?ﬁttlgedfggﬁég g}e
(deficit) with the help of regional integration and
; - trade.
Foreign Direct Investments.

Source: Authors, but data from different cited sources as indicated above.

5. Discussion and Conclusion

Syria is dependent in all sectors of the micro- and macro-level
of the economy. The paper highlights that Syria has the
potential of resources such as arable land, gas, ICT
development, and human capital that help in uplifting self-
sufficiency at both macro and micro economic levels. There
is a need to boost employment, develop investment in
farming, infrastructure, electricity, and energy, alleviate
household levels of poverty and deprivation in housing, land
and income.

Since the country is very dependent, especially due to
protracted conflict, imports are much higher than exports,
actually three to four times higher. In ten years, this should
be corrected by boosting production, manufacturing and
agriculture technology. In ten years, activities should be
created to decrease the deficit in the balance of trade. This
includes more diversification in exports, not relying only on
agricultural products and calcium phosphates.

At the macroeconomic level, many other areas need
development, such as manufacturing, oil and gas in the
Eastern part of Syria and exploration in other parts. Talking
with regional and global powers for the ease of exploitation
of gas and oil energy, like the USA and other regional powers
(Shaffer, 2025; Agnew, 2009) > 3 At the micro level,
households should have income, jobs, develop farming, and
try to have mutual help and network with family members
living abroad — diaspora, for family stability.

The economic sanction is being lifted by many donors like
the USA gradually, besides the EU and individual states and
organisations; thus, it is an opportunity to use well as aid and
funds will to uplift the economy of the country and trigger
more economic independence if Syria manage it well and
avoids corruption.

Syria’s journey toward self-sufficiency is not merely an
economic imperative but a foundational pillar for
sovereignty, resilience, and post-conflict recovery. This
study demonstrates that while the country faces significant
challenges—including  import  dependency, degraded
infrastructure, and fragmented institutions—its latent
potential in agriculture, energy, human capital, and localised
industries offers a viable roadmap for autonomy.
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