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Article Info Abstract
This study analyzes the nominal sentence (al-jumla al-ismiyya) in Abu al-Tayyib al-
Mutanabbi’s famous poem “Araqun ‘ala araqin wa-mithli ya’raqu” from an integrative

ISSN (Online): 2582-7138 perspective that combines grammatical, rhetorical, and psychological-contextual levels, in an
Impact Factor (RSIF): 7.98 attempt to understand how the poet employs grammatical structure as an expressive tool for
Volume: 06 psychological and existential states rather than as a rigid syntactic framework.

Issue: 06 The research problem centers on the academic gap in recent studies, which have focused on the

general emotional or rhetorical dimensions of the poem while neglecting precise grammatical

November - December 2025 analysis of the nominal sentence and its semantic function within the context of existential

Received: 25-09-2025 anxie’[y.

Accepted: 27-10-2025 The study adopts an applied analytical-contextual methodology. It examines the entire poem
Published: 23-11-2025 (45 verses), extracts 22 nominal sentences, and analyzes them in terms of i‘rab (case ending)
Page No: 94-103 and syntactic structure, linking them to the psychological context (insomnia, anxiety, existential

contemplation) and rhetorical functions (repetition, antithesis, imagery, emphasis). The
theoretical framework draws on classical grammatical sources (Sibawayh, Ibn Malik, al-
ZamakhsharT) and rhetorical sources (al-Jurjani), alongside 25 contemporary references (2018—
2024).

Key findings reveal that al-Mutanabbi redefines the function of the nominal sentence: despite
its traditional association with permanence and stability, he uses it to express turbulent
psychological states (such as escalating insomnia). The single-word khabar (predicate) is the
most frequent (45%) and serves emphasis and generalization, while the verbal-sentence khabar
(36%) connects grammatical stability with psychological movement. One of the most creative
features is semantic dissonance within the nominal sentence (e.g., “wa-l-musta‘izzu bima
ladayhi al-ahmaqu™), which functions as an innovative rhetorical device to intensify existential
conflict.

The study concludes that the nominal sentence in this poem is not merely a formal grammatical
unit but an integrated semantic fabric that shapes meaning, deepens impact, and articulates an
existential philosophical vision. Accordingly, it recommends applying this integrative
methodology to other poetic texts, incorporating grammatical-rhetorical analysis into literature
curricula, and encouraging interdisciplinary linguistic studies for a comprehensive
understanding of poetic texts.

Keywords: The Nominal Sentence, The Poem "Sleeplessness upon Sleeplessness”, Expressive Function, Existential Structure
in Arabic Poetry, Functional Grammar
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