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1. Introduction

Astrology has long been part of South Asian traditions as a symbolic language of cosmic order. Rather than reducing it to
prediction, scholars emphasize its ethical dimensions through the Vedic concept of Rta, or cosmic order (Panda®1), and Dharma,
or justice and righteousness Kaul .. Doniger places astrology within Hinduism's layered traditions; thus, ritual and cosmology
are intertwined . Such interpretive richness is not necessarily particular to South Asia. In antiquity, for example, Marcus
Manilius' Astronomica articulated astrology entirely within poetic form, merging celestial science with symbolic aesthetics [*€],
Meredith Ray demonstrates how Margherita Sarrocchi's correspondence with Galileo interlaced astrology, astronomy, and
poetics in seventeenth-century Italy [Y7]. David Wray's examination of Roman traditions further shows how astrology was
wrapped inside poetry as prophecy and cultural power (81, These precedents affirm that poetry has long been a vessel for
astrological insight and thus sustained its dignity and symbolic resonance across cultures.

Within this lineage, the present study turns to a contemporary case: Betel and the Birth Chart. This poem condenses cosmic
order into everyday cultural symbols, showing how astrology’s ethical and symbolic dimensions can be lived through verse. By
rooting cosmic inheritance in imagery of ritual and chart, the poem shows how poetry transforms astrology into aesthetic and
performative experience. This case study grounds the paper’s distinctive contribution: to signal poetry as a medium that sustains
astrology’s dignity while opening it to interdisciplinary analysis. From this ground, the paper moves toward broader prospects,
suggesting how astrology-poetics can be extended through comparative cosmologies, pedagogy, and performance. The argument
here unfolds as one arc, tracing a lineage of astrological poetics, entwining in lived practice. Thus, clarifying its scholarly
contribution and pointing toward future horizons.
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This paper actively contributes to existing scholarship by
emphasizing astrology not as superstition or doctrine but as
ancient wisdom embodied deeply in poetry. Unlike prior
studies that analyze astrology through philosophy, sociology,
psychology, or ritual, this work highlights verse as the
medium through which cosmic order and ethical
responsibility are lived and remembered. The study puts
South Asian inheritance alongside global precedents like
Manilius's Astronomica and Sarrocchi's poetic exchanges
with Galileo, establishing an astrological poetics lineage
bridging cultural inheritance with interdisciplinary dialogue.
While most scholarship to date has focused on astrology as a
belief system, this study changes the frame by considering
instead astrology as a poetic practice; it extends existing work
on astrology as cultural practice by establishing a lineage of
astrological poetics across cultures, continuous both with
ancient precedents and with verse written today.

While Doniger's account of astrology within Hindu ritual and
cosmology specifies how symbolic systems sustain cultural
practice, this study extends her insight in important ways by
emphasizing poetry as the vessel through which such
symbolic memory is carried. Furthermore, the reframing
advanced here is supported by Hutcheon's notion of parody
and Weber's view of cultural practices as collective
structures, both of which clarify poetic form is not ornament
but a constitutive medium through which astrology's ethical
and cosmological dignity is lived and remembered.

This reframing is further supported by the notion of parody
proposed by Hutcheon and the view of Weber concerning
cultural practices as collective structures, while explaining
that poetic form is not ornament but a constitutive medium
through which astrology's ethical and cosmological dignity is
lived and remembered. Indeed, Ricoeur's reflections on
narrative as cultural memory I and the theory of cultural
remembrance provided by Assmann 2% extend this insight,
underlining the capability of poetry to act as a vessel of
symbolic inheritance. Building on Doniger's account of
astrology as ritual cosmology, this study shifts the emphasis
from ritual practice to poetry as the vessel of cultural
memory. Whereas Hutcheon interprets parody as intertextual
play, here parody in astrological verse is reframed as ethical
reflection, sustaining dignity while reimagining tradition.
Extending Weber's view of cultural practices as symbolic
structures, the argument shows how poetic form itself
encodes collective values with rhythm, metaphor, and silence
functioning as sociological carriers of meaning. In this way,
the study enters into dialogue with existing scholarship while
clarifying its distinctive contribution: astrology is not only a
belief system but also a poetic practice that embodies cultural
inheritance and ethical resonance.

2. Astrology as Ancient Wisdom

It is difficult to conceive of astrology, whether in Vedic or
Hindu contexts, without the idea of cosmic order. The Vedas
present Rta as the source of universal harmony that sustains
natural rhythms and moral life alike. Panda maintains that Rta
is not merely a cosmological principle but also an ethical
attitude that governs human activity . From this perspective,
astrology seems a symbolic system that harmonizes heavenly
rhythms with moral obligation.

The ethical dimension is further illuminated through Dharma.
Kaul situates Dharma as righteousness and justice,
underlining its formative role in shaping ancient Indian
thought ™. Informed by Dharma, astrology becomes a
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framework of moral consequence rather than a deterministic
script. Reinforcing this, Doniger shows how astrology has
been woven into ritual, myth, and cultural practice 1.
Comparable traditions echo this interpretive richness.
Garfield's engagement with Buddhism demonstrates that
cosmic order is often treated as symbolic ethics rather than
prediction P, Greco-Roman Moira, Chinese Dao and Tian,
and Islamic 1lm al-Nujum likewise connect celestial order to
moral responsibility. To treat astrology with respect is to
recognize it as cultural inheritance, a wisdom tradition that
encodes ethical and cosmological insight.

Garfield's engagement with Buddhism shows that cosmic
order is in any case generally considered a symbolic ethics
rather than a predictive enterprise [?1. Geertz's explanation of
religion as a cultural system 211 gives this view more weight,
by detailing through what means symbols carry ethical
significance. Eliade's work on sacred time and cosmic history
(22 231 provides further support to this conclusion that
astrology carries moral responsibility in its relation to the
sacred.

3. Comparative Cosmologies

The poetic articulation of astrology, though rooted in the
study of South Asian inheritance, resonates universally.
Manilius had dramatized fate and cosmic order in Roman
verse in his Astronomica 18, In early modern Europe,
Sarrocchi's letters reveal the entanglement of astrology with
poetic and philosophical discourse 1. Wray brings to light
how Roman poets used astrology for prophecy and as a form
of cultural symbolism (81, These illustrate that the symbolic
language of fate and responsibility in astrology is a shared
human inheritance.

In Greco-Roman thought, Moira, or fate, links cosmic order
to moral responsibility and is often dramatized in tragedy. It
is a known fact that in Chinese cosmology, Dao and Tian
locate governance in the concord between heaven's rhythms
and earthly conduct. In Islamic thought, IIm al-Nujum
incorporates astrology into philosophy and theology in a way
that balances divine knowledge with human accountability.
These comparative views extend the horizon without losing
sight of the core: the Vedic principles of Rta and Dharma
remain central but locating the astrology-poetics within this
global constellation of cosmologies, the framework honors
cultural dignity while opening space for dialogue across
traditions.

These comparativist vistas broaden our view without losing
sight of the core. The Vedic principles of Rta and Dharma
remain central, yet by embedding astrology-poetics within a
global constellation of cosmologies, the framework honors
cultural dignity, opening up space for inter-tradition dialogue.
This lineage is continued up to modernist and Latin American
traditions, as Yeats's A Vision 8 and the subsequent
scholarship 2" make clear, while Vallejo's cosmic imagery 2!
and studies of Latin American poetries [?° demonstrate the
ongoing vitality of celestial symbolism in contemporary
verse.

When reviewing recent scholarships visibility continues to a
global resonance. As recent approaches, during 2023 issue of
Alif in Journal of Comparative Poetics foregrounds the
manner in which poetic traditions across the Middle East and
beyond encode cultural inheritance and ethical reflection.
This affirms that astrology-poetics falls squarely within a
broader comparative field in which verse functions as a vessel
of symbolic dignity.
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4. Poetic Unigqueness

Unlike philosophy or sociology, which analyze cosmic order
in abstract terms, poetry condenses cultural inheritance into
metaphor, rhythm, and silence. This can be seen not only in
South Asian verse but also in Manilius's Astronomica, which
rendered astrological instruction into poetic rhythm [€l, as
well as in Sarrocchi's exchanges with Galileo, which show
how astrology's symbolic richness was sustained through
literary form [Y7], Wray's analysis of Roman poetry underlines
the ways in which verse dramatized astrology as prophecy
and collective meaning [*8l, Together, these precedents insist
on the singularity of poetry as a medium transmuting
astrology's symbolic language into lived aesthetic
experience.

For example, in Betel and the Birth Chart, the line "leaf
folded in silence” enacts destiny's ineffability through
imagery and rhythm. In Karmic Ease in Loyal Silence,
repetition dramatizes karmic balance as restraint 7. Pending
Karma: A Cosmic Audit juxtaposes bureaucratic diction with
cosmic justice, reimagining accountability in contemporary
terms 8. Even in satire, astrology's dignity is sustained.
These works realize Hutcheon's idea of parody as inter textual
play, which honors and simultaneously reimagines tradition
Bl While metaphor is to do with ineffability, rhythm
dramatizes balance, brevity enacts restraint, parody
reimagines tradition. Poetry does this by answering destiny
with silence, balancing with brevity. Further contributes
freedom with rhythm and tradition with parody.

These researches affirm the uniqueness of poetry as a
medium that transforms astrology's symbolic language into
living aesthetic experience. As Ricoeur and Assmann remind
us, poetry sustains cultural memory, while Yeats and Vallejo
illustrate how modern poets dramatize cosmic inheritance
through verse.

5. Interdisciplinary Resonances

The depth of astrology-poetics increases when set in dialogue
with several disciplines. Each lens adds to its symbolic
dignity.

5.1. Philosophy

Silvestre frames it between fatalism and freedom [4; Trang
discusses the duality of its function in Buddhist thought 141,
The Bhagavad Gita and Vedanta are amongst those classical
Indian texts which clearly emphasize concord with cosmic
order in freedom, or freedom as liberation through
knowledge. Poetry allows metaphorical and rhythmical voice
to these strains.

5.2. Sociology
Weber regards cultural practices as symbolic structures that
constitute collective life [*°. Poetry makes astrology a
sociological text in which shared values are encoded into
ritual imagery.

5.3. Psychology

Karma as responsibility shapes ethics and identity: Titoria 23],
Psychologs Magazine [*?1. The poetry dramatizes inner states
of silence, anticipation, and awe in responding to cosmic
justice.

5.4. Performance Studies
Schechner's notion of "restored behavior" locates poetry in
ritualized performance 1%, The thought of Turner on ritual as
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social drama 1 and the analysis by Bell on ritual practice *°
further develop this perspective, illustrating in detail how
recitation becomes a performative gesture which connects art
to ritual.

Taken together, these essays show how astrology-poetics
maintains symbolic dignity while opening itself to
interdisciplinary investigation.

6. Case Study: Betel and the Birth Chart
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Fig 1: Lineage of Astrological Poetics: from ancient wisdom to
future horizons through poetry and cultural inheritance.

This paper examines a modern poem, entitled Betel and the
Birth Chart. | have chosen this poem not because it is a work
of great literary prestige but because of its cultural resonance:
it is publicly available and serves as a public artifact,
illustrating how popular poetry can bear ethical and symbolic
significance. Rather than presenting astrology as an abstract
doctrine, this poem conveys it as lived experience through
images of ritual and poetic meter.

Two symbols shape the poem's vision of cosmic order. The
betel leaf, used in auspicious rituals becomes a metaphor for
continuity and cultural inheritance, whereas the birth chart
mapping celestial positions at the moment of birth evokes
unseen fate and divine silence. These images together form a
sense of astrology as cultural wisdom. The brevity shown in
the poem is a reflection of the ineffability of destiny, its
rhythm, an incarnation of the tension between determinism
and freedom.

Sociologically, the ritual-chart pairing encodes shared values.
The imagery psychologically invites reflection on the themes
of responsibility and anticipation. In a performative vein,
reciting the poem is a ritualized encounter with cosmic order.
Philosophically, it gestures toward the ethical weight of fate
and choice. Thus, the ethical, cultural, psychic, and
performative dimensions are brought together within a single
aesthetic gesture.

As Figure 1 shows, the case study is situated at the center of
a larger lineage of astro-poetics. It mediates between ancient
wisdom and global resonances with contemporary practice,
thus making clear how poetry is a vessel of ethical inheritance
and opens the passageways toward comparative,
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pedagogical, and performative horizons.

The ritually paired use of chart and ritual encodes values at
the sociological level. Psychologically, images allow
reflection on responsibility and anticipation. Performatively,
the poem's recitation is a ritualized encounter with cosmic
order. Philosophically, it gestures toward an ethical weight of
fate and choice. Such an encoding of collective inheritance
through symbols is clarified by the theory of cultural memory
proposed by Assmann %; the ritually performed dimension
of recitation is noted by Turner 24 and Bell 23],

7. Unique Contribution

This study advances a distinctive framework by reframing
astrology as poetic practice, where verse functions as a vessel
of cultural memory and ethical reflection. By situating South
Asian inheritance within a global lineage and grounding the
argument in the case study Betel and the Birth Chart, the
paper demonstrates how poetry sustains astrology’s dignity
while opening new horizons for comparative cosmology,
pedagogy, and interdisciplinary dialogue.

8. Conclusion

Astrology is understood and interpreted in the form of ancient
wisdom and connects human life with the rhythms of the
universe. It is poetry that gives this wisdom living form,
turning symbolic language into aesthetic and performative
experience. Across traditions, from Manilius's Roman verse
to Sarrocchi's seventeenth-century letters, astrology has been
carried by poetry as a vessel of cultural inheritance. Case
study of Betel and the Birth Chart demonstrate how ritual
imagery can interpret destiny as lived expression. This further
confirms that poetry embodies tensions between determinism
and freedom, dramatizes responsibility and encodes
collective values.

By placing astrology within poetry honors the ethical and
cosmological depth of astrology. Further these proceeds
toward interdisciplinary dialogue. Future related work could
be extending this lineage through comparative study,
pedagogy, and performance, securing astrology's continued
life as a poetic tradition connecting cultural inheritance with
scholarly inquiry.

This lineage can be extended by future work through
comparative study, pedagogy, and performance in order to
ensure that astrology goes on living as a poetic tradition; this
is where cultural inheritance is joined with scholarly
endeavor. Yeats's A Vision 6 271 the cosmic imagery of
Vallejo %8, and Assmann's reflections on cultural memory 2%
confirm that poetry sustains symbolic inheritance across time
and traditions.

9. Future Studies

Building on the unique contribution of this study, further
research may extend the lineage of astrology expressed
through poetry in various ways. Comparative cosmologies
remain one direction of great promise. Traditions such as
Greco-Roman Moira, Chinese Dao and Tian, and Islamic IIm
al-Nujum indicate that cultures worldwide have often
connected the stars with questions of fate and responsibility.
Locating South Asian astrology-poetics within a dialogue
with these traditions is likely to help shape a global field of
celestial poetics where symbolic dignity is shared among
cultures.

Pedagogy offers another horizon. Poetry with astrology can
be taught not only as literature but also as cultural heritage.
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This approach encourages students to see verse in classrooms
both as aesthetic form and as ethical reflection, connecting
personal experience with cosmic order. By doing so, such
teaching foments interdisciplinary  learning  across
philosophy, sociology, psychology, and performance studies.
Performance and practice are also offering new avenues. This
is true in recitation, ritual enactment, and artistic adaptation
show how astrology-poetics can come alive in festivals,
theater, and digital spaces. Contemporary research
emphasizes technical merit of how poetry preserves
astrology’s cultural prestige today.

Recent field work on Cultural Anthropology (2024) has
underlined the ways through which Indigenous cosmologies
sustain cultural memory through ritual and symbolic
continuity. These settings of astrology-poetics in
conversation with these voices opens new horizons for
comparison and pedagogy, in a way how poetry might be
taught and performed as cultural heritage across traditions.
Finally, further research can refine the framework itself. In
this way, comparative textual analysis, ethnographic study,
and creative practice will keep astrology-poetics sensitive to
cultural inheritance and evolving scholarly dialogue. The
framework remains a living bridge between ancient wisdom
and modern inquiry, extending into new horizons of
comparative, pedagogical, and performative engagement.

10. References

1. Doniger W. The Hindus: an alternative history. New
York: Penguin; 2009.

2. Garfield JL. Engaging Buddhism: why it matters to
contemporary  philosophy. New York: Oxford
University Press; 2015.

3. Hutcheon L. A theory of parody: the teachings of
twentieth-century art forms. Urbana: University of
Illinois Press; 2000.

4. Kaul R. Reflections on justice and dharma
(righteousness) in ancient Indian texts. Int J Humanit
Educ Res. 2024;6(2):80-3.
doi:10.33545/26649799.2024.v6.i2b.93.

5. Panda K. The concept of rta in the Vedas: cosmic order
and its ethical dimensions. Natl J Hindi Sanskrit Res.
2025;1(60):31-5.

6. Samarathunga W. Beneath the betel and the starsh.
Poetry.com. Available from:
https://www.poetry.com/poem/233844/beneath-the-
betel-and-the-stars.

7. Samarathunga W. Karmic ease in loyal silence.
Poetry.com. Available from:
https://www.poetry.com/poem/236112/karmic-ease-in-
loyal-silence.

8. Samarathunga W. Pending karma: a cosmic audit.
Poetry.com. Available from:
https://www.poetry.com/poem/241414/pending-karma:-
a-cosmic-audit.

9. Samarathunga W. Shani’s journey across lands.
Poetry.com. Available from:
https://www.poetry.com/poem/241167/shani’s-journey-
across-lands.

10. Schechner R. Performance studies: an introduction. 3rd
ed. London: Routledge; 2013.

11. Silvestre RS. Karma theory, determinism, fatalism and
freedom of will. Logica Universalis. 2017;11(1):35-60.
d0i:10.1007/s11787-016-0154-z.

12. The psychology and philosophy of karma: more than just

1025|Page



International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Growth Evaluation

cosmic justice. Psychologs Magazine. 2024 Oct 30.
Available  from:  https://www.psychologs.com/the-
psychology-and-philosophy-of-karma-more-than-just-
cosmic-justice.

13. Titoria G. Karma as a psychological construct:
philosophical implications for personal responsibility.
Int J Res Soc Nat Sci (Katwa College J). 2025 Apr.

14. Trang DT. Karma, determinism, and free will in
Buddhist philosophy. Int J Res Publ Rev.
2025;6(4):5120-1.

15. Weber M. Economy and society: an outline of
interpretive sociology. Roth G, Wittich C, editors.
Berkeley: University of California Press; 1978.

16. Manilius M. Astronomica. Goold GP, translator.
Cambridge (MA): Harvard University Press; 1977-1997.

17. Ray MK. Margherita Sarrocchi’s letters to Galileo:
astronomy, astrology, and poetics in seventeenth-century
Italy. New York: Palgrave Macmillan; 2016.

18. Wray D. Astrology in ancient Rome: poetry, prophecy,
and power. Chicago: University of Chicago Humanities
Open House; 2001.

19. Ricoeur P. Time and narrative. McLaughlin K, Pellauer
D, translators. Chicago: University of Chicago Press;
1984-1988. 3 vols.

20. Assmann J. Cultural memory and early civilization:
writing, remembrance, and political imagination.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; 2011.

21. Geertz C. Religion as a cultural system. In: The
interpretation of cultures: selected essays. New York:
Basic Books; 1973. p. 87-125.

22. Eliade M. The myth of the eternal return: cosmos and
history. Trask WR, translator. Princeton: Princeton
University Press; 1954.

23. Eliade M. The sacred and the profane: the nature of
religion. Trask WR, translator. New York: Harcourt;
1959.

24. Turner V. From ritual to theatre: the human seriousness
of play. New York: Performing Arts Journal
Publications; 1982.

25. Bell C. Ritual theory, ritual practice. New York: Oxford
University Press; 1992,

26. Yeats WB. A vision: an explanation of life founded upon
the writings of Giraldus and upon certain doctrines
attributed to Kusta Ben Luka. London: T. Werner Laurie;
1925,

27. Mann N, Gibson M, Nally C, editors. W. B. Yeats’s A
vision: explications and contexts. Liverpool: Liverpool
University Press; 2012.

28. Franco J. César Vallejo: the dialectics of poetry and
silence. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press; 1976.

29. Kuhnheim JS, Nicholson M, editors. Teaching modern
Latin American poetries. New York: Modern Language
Association of America; 2019.

30. Alif: journal of comparative poetics. Vol. 43. Leiden:
Brill; 2023.

31. Cultural anthropology. Vol. 39. No. 1. Arlington (VA):
Society for Cultural Anthropology; 2024.

How to Cite This Article

Samarathunga W, Ransen R. Astrology in verse: ethical
memory and cultural resonance across traditions. Int J
Multidiscip Res Growth Eval. 2025;6(6):1022-1026.
doi:10.54660/.1JMRGE.2025.6.6.1022-1026.

www.allmultidisciplinaryjournal.com

Creative Commons (CC) License

This is an open access journal, and articles are distributed
under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-
NonCommercial-ShareAlike 4.0 International (CC BY-NC-
SA 4.0) License, which allows others to remix, tweak, and
build upon the work non-commercially, as long as
appropriate credit is given and the new creations are licensed
under the identical terms.

1026 |Page



