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Introduction

The rapid pace of technological advancement globally has revolutionized industries, economies, and everyday life in
unprecedented ways. Innovations in artificial intelligence, automation, and digital communication have accelerated progress in
fields such as healthcare, education, finance, and transportation. Technologies like 5G, blockchain, and quantum computing are
reshaping how businesses operate and how individuals interact with each other and the world around them. This acceleration is
largely driven by increased access to the internet, widespread digital literacy, and the integration of technology into nearly every
aspect of society. However, this rapid progress also raises concerns around data privacy, job displacement due to automation,
and the growing digital divide, particularly between developed and developing nations. As technology continues to evolve,
balancing innovation with ethical considerations and equitable access becomes increasingly important.

This technological advancement has necessitated the integration of sophisticated information systems within businesses to
manage operations, make informed decisions, and maintain competitive advantages. Management Information Systems (MIS)
provide organizations with the capability to gather, process, and interpret data, converting it into actionable insights that guide
strategic decisions. As Laudon and Laudon (2015) 8 highlight, MIS is the backbone of efficient management processes,
enabling organizations to automate workflows, optimize resource allocation, and enhance communication.

Research Question: Our main research question is how has the evolution of Management Information Systems (MIS)
influenced operational efficiency and decision-making processes in modern businesses?

Research Objective: Objective of this study is to analyze the evolution of Management Information Systems (MIS) and assess
their impact on operational efficiency and decision-making in modern business environments.
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Literature Review

Concept of Management Information System (MIS)

The MIS is an integrated man machine system that provides
information to support the planning and control functions of
managers in an organization.

MIS

: } !

‘ Management ‘ { Information H System ‘

Management: Management has been viewed as be function,
a process, a profession and a class of people. It— refers to the
kind of task and activities that are perform by managers. The
specific nature of the activities is determined by such
managerial functions as planning, organising, directing,
leadership and controlling.

Information: Information is the result or product of
processing data. Information can be defined as the data,
which is organised and presented at a time and place so that
the decision-maker may take necessary act.

System: A system is a group of elements or components
joined together to fulfil certain functions. A system is made
up of sub-system. The systems are either natural or man-
made, a sub-system which may be composed of further sub-
systems. A subsystem itself is part of a super system. The
given example is that of an industrial (or factory) system. It
has various subsystems such as production subsystem,
marketing sub-system, personnel sub-system and financial
subsystem.

Therefore, Management Information Systems (MIS) can be
defined as structured systems that collect, process, store, and
disseminate information to support decision-making,
coordination, control, and analysis in organizations.
According to Laudon and Laudon MIS is “a set of interrelated
components that work together to collect, process, store, and
distribute information to support decision-making,
coordination, control, analysis, and visualization in an
organization.” This definition highlights the role of MIS in
transforming raw data into valuable information that
organizations can use to achieve efficiency and productivity.
MIS is not just about technology but involves a combination
of people, processes, and technology working together to
optimize business operations.

Similarly, O'Brien and Marakas describe MIS as "an
organized assembly of resources and procedures required to
collect, process, and deliver accurate and timely information
to decision-makers.” Their definition emphasizes the
importance of timeliness and accuracy in the information
provided by MIS to support strategic and operational
decisions. MIS systems have evolved over time to include
various types of software and hardware tools designed to
streamline processes, improve communication, and allow for
better coordination among different departments within an
organization. The strategic impact of MIS lies in its ability to
provide managers with real-time information that can be used
to identify trends, allocate resources, and forecast future
scenarios.

Building on these definitions, MIS can be further discussed
in terms of its function as an enabler of competitive
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advantage. According to Stair and Reynolds “the integration
of MIS into business strategy allows organizations to adapt
to the dynamic business environment.” By using MIS,
businesses can enhance their responsiveness to market
changes and improve decision-making capabilities. MIS
systems such as Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP),
Decision  Support Systems (DSS), and Customer
Relationship Management (CRM) systems are now integral
parts of modern businesses, contributing significantly to their
success. These systems not only ensure efficient internal
operations but also improve external relationships with
suppliers, customers, and other stakeholders.

Objectives of MIS

1. Facilitate: The decision making process by furnishing
information in the proper time frame.

2. Provide: It requisite information at each level of
management to carry out their functions.

3. Help: In highlighting the critical factors to the closely
monitored for success

4. Support: Support decision making in both structured
and unstructured problem environments.

5. Provide: Provide a system of people, computers, and
procedures, interactive query facilities documents for
collecting, storing, retrieving and transmitting information
to the users.

Categories of MIS

The MIS can be subdivided into following four categories:

1. Transaction processing system (TSP): The system
designed for processing day to day transaction in an
organisation is called TPS. This system deals with
collecting and processing a large volume of data which
mainly helps junior level management in discharging
their responsibilities.

2. Information providing system (IPS): This system is
meant for processing information, making a summary of
information, and providing exception reports. The
summary reports help in giving at a glance the
information available, while exception reports indicate
deviations and the reasons for shortfalls in performance.

3. Decision support system (DSS): It is sometimes
described as the next evolutionary step after MIS. It
helps in improving the analytical capability of the
decision maker by creating interactive model of the real
life situation.

4. Programmed decision-making system: It is defined as
a plan for the automatic solution of a problem. Programs
are simply a string of instruction as to accomplish a job
or a task. In this information age the systems for
programmed decisions are created so that decisions are
made by the system rather than a person.

MIS Pyramid

The concept of Management Information Systems (MIS) has
evolved significantly over the past decades due to the rapid
expansion of information technology services. Despite these
changes, the core idea of MIS as a system integrating
transaction, operational, administrative, and management
support remains relevant. This enduring relevance is
evidenced by the continued use of the Pyramid model in
contemporary business management discussions.
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Fig 1: MIS as a pyramid

Importance of MIS to Modern Business

Management Information Systems (MIS) are vital to modern
businesses as they provide the tools and frameworks
necessary for efficient decision-making, data management,
and strategic planning. MIS enables businesses to collect,
process, and analyze vast amounts of data from various
sources, helping managers make informed decisions that
enhance operational efficiency and improve overall
performance. With real-time data analysis, businesses can
respond swiftly to market changes, streamline processes, and
allocate resources more effectively, giving them a
competitive edge in today’s fast-paced, technology-driven
marketplace.

Furthermore, MIS supports communication and collaboration
within an organization, facilitating the integration of various
departments and functions. This system allows businesses to
track performance metrics, monitor supply chains, and
improve customer relationship management. By automating
routine tasks and providing valuable insights through data
analysis, MIS also helps businesses reduce costs, increase
productivity, and enhance innovation. In sum, MIS plays a
vital role in ensuring that modern businesses remain agile,
data-driven, and strategically aligned with their goals. In
summary, successful implementation of MIS would possibly
bring the following: (1) Possible clerical cost reduction, (2)
Improved processing demonstrated by more accurate results.
(3) Intangible benefits such as customer relationship. (4)
Improved work environment and job satisfaction.

Theoretical Framework

The integration of organizational development (OD) and
technological interventions within a system poses significant
challenges for consultants, requiring expertise in social,
technological, and systems theory. Organizational change,
especially with the implementation of new technologies, is a
complex process due to the interdependence of various
systems within an organization. Effective change strategies
must ensure that these systems, and their relationships,
remain balanced. Organizations need to adopt technological
advancements to remain competitive, which necessitates
flexible, socio-technical models tailored to fit the social
networks and unique environments of the organizations. This
customized approach ensures that individuals and groups can
make the best use of available technology while maintaining
organizational stability.

The socio-technical systems (STS) theory is fundamental to
this process, emphasizing the integration of social and
technical aspects of work to achieve optimal outcomes. The
theory supports designing work systems that consider both
physical and psychological elements, a concept known as
joint optimization. Unlike traditional methods that prioritize
technical components over human factors, STS seeks a
balance that enhances performance while minimizing social
costs. The approach also involves boundary management,
protecting work systems from external disruptions.
Guidelines for STS design, such as fostering employee
participation and allowing work design flexibility, ensure that
organizations achieve their objectives while adapting to both
social and technical demands.
The creators of STS design have developed the following
guidelines for designing work:
=  Work should be organized in a way that is compatible
with the organization’s objectives. This often leads to a
participative process that promotes employee involvement
in work design.
= Only those features needed to implement the work
design should be specified. The remaining features
should vary according to the technical and social needs
of the situation. This helps employees control technical
variances quickly and close to their sources.

The relevance of socio-technical systems (STS) theory to
modern business lies in its holistic approach to integrating
technology and human factors within organizational
operations. STS emphasizes joint optimization, where both
the social (people, teams, and relationships) and technical
(tools, processes, and technologies) components are designed
to work together harmoniously. This approach is crucial for
businesses today as they increasingly rely on advanced
technologies to stay competitive. By balancing technological
efficiency with employee engagement and well-being, STS
helps businesses create adaptive, resilient systems that
improve performance, reduce social costs, and foster
innovation, making it a vital framework in navigating the
complexities of modern organizational change.

Contingency Theory and MIS Adaptation in Business

Contingency theory has been widely applied in business
research, demonstrating how various contextual factors
impact business performance. Early studies, like those by
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Miller and Toulouse (1986) 21! and Covin and Slevin (1989)
Bl explored how strategy, structure, entrepreneurial
orientation (EO), and environmental dynamics influence firm
outcomes. For example, innovation strategies proved more
effective in dynamic environments, while a mechanistic
structure and low EO were better suited to benign
environments. Similarly found EO to be especially effective
in hostile environments. This approach highlights how
businesses must align their strategies with their specific
contextual challenges to achieve success.

More recent studies continue to show the importance of
contingency theory in business. Chowdhury found that firms
with low customer complexities benefit from high
formalization, while those with high customer complexities
fare better with low formalization. Other research, like Patel
and Conklin (2012) B9 revealed that contextual factors such
as group culture can amplify the effectiveness of high-
performance work systems. Studies comparing additive and
contingency models, such as Wiklund and Shepherd (2005)
41 and Robinson and McDougall (2001) B4, further
demonstrate that by accounting for context, contingency
theory provides more nuanced insights into business
performance, offering a solution to inconsistent findings in
business research.

Contingency theory is highly relevant to the adaptation of
Management Information Systems (MIS) in business, as it
emphasizes the need for organizations to align their MIS
strategies with specific contextual factors, such as
organizational structure, environment, and strategic goals. In
dynamic or uncertain environments, businesses benefit from
flexible and innovative MIS that support rapid decision-
making and agility. Conversely, in stable environments, more
structured and mechanistic MIS approaches may enhance
efficiency. By adapting MIS to fit the unique challenges and
demands of a business, contingency theory helps
organizations optimize performance, improve information
flow, and gain a competitive advantage.

Evolution of MIS in Business

A management information system (MIS) is a computer
system that gathers data from multiple business systems,
analyzes the information, and provides reports that help guide
management in decision-making. MIS started as a data
capturing and processing system and evolved into a more
complex and intelligent system.

Early Development in Information System (IS)

The history of Information Systems (IS) reflects a rich
evolution over the past five decades, marked by significant
advancements in technology and changes in business
practices. In its early years, beginning in the 1960s, 1S
emerged with the introduction of mainframe computers,
which centralized business processes such as inventory
management and transaction processing. This period saw the
creation of special IS groups within organizations as
managers recognized the need to consolidate various data
processing functions. The introduction of IBM’s 360 series
of computers in 1964 was a major milestone, as it offered
compatibility across different platforms, setting the stage for
standardized computing systems. Also, advancements like
integrated circuits and microprocessors allowed more
efficient and cost-effective computing.

The second period, from 1970 to 1980, brought further
decentralization of computing power with the advent of
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personal computers (PCs). This shift allowed for more
distributed computing across organizations, as PCs were
much cheaper and more accessible than mainframes. During
this era, various business units started competing for
computing resources, leading to a stronger management-
oriented approach to IS. Users became more involved in IS
projects, helping determine application requirements and
overseeing  system  development.  Despite  these
advancements, IS strategies were not yet aligned with
corporate strategies. However, the introduction of personal
computing and mid-range computers like DEC’s PDP and
VAX machines revolutionized how organizations processed
applications locally.

The third period, from 1980 to 1990, marked the rise of
departmental computing and the decentralization of IS
functions. During this time, business units began purchasing
their own hardware and software to meet their specific needs,
leading to challenges related to data compatibility and
connectivity. The emergence of the Chief Information
Officer (CIO) role reflected the growing importance of IS
within organizations. This period also saw the rapid evolution
of PC hardware, software, and telecommunications, with
large-scale networking becoming prevalent. The widespread
adoption of the TCP/IP protocol laid the foundation for the
development of the Internet, which would become a major
force in the following decades.

The fourth period, from 1990 to 2000, was defined by the
commercialization of the Internet, which transformed
business environments. Organizations began to leverage the
Internet for communication and business operations,
customizing services and products to meet individual
customer needs. The rise of outsourcing and the open-source
movement further complicated 1S management, as
organizations needed to coordinate multiple vendors and
service providers. As businesses moved toward networked
organizations, traditional business models became obsolete,
with intranets and extranets supporting reengineered
processes. Technological advancements, such as mobile
computing and wireless technology, enabled employees to
work from anywhere, further blurring the boundaries
between work and personal life.

In the fifth and current period, from 2000 to the present,
organizations have continued to invest in IS technologies,
even in the face of economic challenges. The focus has
shifted toward measuring the return on investment and the
success of IS initiatives. Information systems now range from
hedonic applications for enjoyment to utilitarian systems
designed to improve performance, such as decision support
systems, e-commerce, and knowledge management systems.
Outsourcing, re-engineering, and the use of relational and
non-relational database systems have become integral to
modern business practices. With the rise of search engines
like Google and the proliferation of social media, IS has
become even more pervasive in shaping how individuals and
organizations interact, work, and make decisions.

Key Milestones in the Evolution of MIS

The evolution of Management Information Systems (MIS)
has been marked by several key milestones that have
transformed how organizations manage and process
information. In the early stages, MIS focused on basic data
processing, where manual tasks were automated using
computers to handle routine operations such as payroll and
inventory management. By the 1960s and 1970s,
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advancements in computer technology and database
management systems enabled the development of more
complex MIS, allowing for improved data storage, retrieval,
and reporting. According to Laudon and Laudon (2018) 7],
the introduction of relational databases during this period was
a major breakthrough, as it allowed organizations to manage
large volumes of data more efficiently, laying the foundation
for modern data-driven decision-making. The 1980s and
1990s saw the emergence of Enterprise Resource Planning
(ERP) systems, which integrated various business
functions—such as finance, human resources, and supply
chain management—into a single platform, significantly
enhancing organizational efficiency and strategic planning.
In recent years, the evolution of MIS has been driven by
advances in internet technologies, cloud computing, and
mobile applications. From 2010 onward, businesses began
leveraging cloud-based MIS solutions, allowing them to
access and store data remotely, reducing costs and improving
scalability (Turban et al., 2015) 3. The integration of
Business Intelligence (BI) tools into MIS platforms marked
another key milestone, enabling organizations to analyze
large datasets and generate insights for better decision-
making. As noted by O'Brien and Marakas (2016) 4, these
tools have helped businesses move from reactive decision-
making to proactive strategies based on predictive analytics.
Moreover, the rise of mobile computing and Internet of
Things (10T) technologies has allowed businesses to gather
real-time data, further enhancing the functionality and impact
of MIS on business operations across industries.

In the case of Nigeria saw significant growth in the adoption
of cloud computing and enterprise resource planning (ERP)
systems, which revolutionized the management of business
operations. According to Adebayo (2017) 4, the integration
of these technologies facilitated real-time data access,
enabling Nigerian companies to enhance decision-making
processes and improve operational efficiency. Also, digital
payment platforms such as Remita and Paystack gained
prominence, allowing businesses to streamline financial
transactions and ensure faster, secure payments, which are
essential components of MIS infrastructure in the financial
sector.

Another key milestone in the development of MIS in Nigeria
during this period was the increasing focus on mobile
technology and its role in business communications and
customer service. Olanrewaju and Akindele (2016) [
highlight the rapid growth of mobile business applications,
which helped organizations offer personalized services and
improve customer engagement. This period also saw a surge
in the use of business intelligence (BI) tools, as noted by
Okoroafor (2018) 8 to analyze big data, providing
companies with actionable insights for competitive
advantage. These developments demonstrated that MIS
became an indispensable tool for Nigerian businesses,
helping to drive innovation and ensuring more efficient
business practices across various industries.

Integration of Technology in Business Operations

The integration of technology into business operations has
revolutionized how organizations worldwide conduct their
activities, enhancing efficiency, productivity, and
competitiveness. One of the most significant global trends
has been the adoption of automation and digitalization in
areas such as supply chain management, customer service,
and financial transactions. According to Brynjolfsson and
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McAfee (2016) [, technologies such as Artificial
Intelligence (Al), Machine Learning (ML), and robotics have
allowed businesses to streamline operations, reduce human
error, and optimize resource allocation. Cloud computing has
also become a pivotal tool, enabling businesses to store and
manage data remotely, improve collaboration, and scale their
operations efficiently. This shift has reduced costs, enhanced
flexibility, and allowed businesses to focus more on core
competencies. Furthermore, technologies like blockchain
have brought transparency and security to transactions,
particularly in industries such as finance and logistics
(Tapscott & Tapscott, 2016) (401,

Globally, businesses are increasingly using data analytics and
the Internet of Things (10T) to enhance decision-making and
operational effectiveness. 10T has enabled companies to
collect real-time data from devices and sensors, allowing for
predictive maintenance, inventory tracking, and supply chain
optimization. As noted by Porter and Heppelmann (2015) [,
the integration of smart, connected products in manufacturing
and logistics has transformed traditional business models,
allowing for improved service delivery and product
customization. Data analytics, powered by Big Data, has also
become a vital part of business operations globally. By
leveraging data-driven insights, companies can make
informed decisions, predict market trends, and better
understand consumer behavior, contributing to more strategic
decision-making and competitive advantage.

In Nigeria, the integration of technology into business
operations has been growing steadily, though it faces
challenges such as inadequate infrastructure and digital
literacy. Nonetheless, Nigerian businesses are increasingly
embracing technologies such as mobile banking, e-commerce
platforms, and cloud-based services to streamline operations
and reach broader markets. According to Omotayo and
Oladejo (2016) [?81, Small and Medium Enterprises (SMESs)
in Nigeria have particularly benefited from digital platforms,
which have improved their access to global markets and
enhanced operational efficiency. Mobile technology and
fintech solutions have also played a crucial role in expanding
financial inclusion and facilitating business transactions,
especially in sectors like retail and agriculture (Oyelaran-
Oyeyinka & Lal, 2016) 121, As businesses in Nigeria continue
to adopt technological innovations, they are poised to
overcome local challenges and thrive in the increasingly
digital global economy.

Types of Management Information Systems

Transaction Processing Systems (TPS)

Transaction Processing Systems (TPS) are computerized
systems that manage and process data from business
transactions in real time, ensuring that operations such as
sales, payments, orders, and reservations are executed
efficiently and accurately. TPS plays a crucial role in
handling large volumes of routine, repetitive transactions,
often automating processes to enhance productivity and
reduce human error. They are typically structured to handle
batch processing or online transaction processing (OLTP),
providing consistent and timely data updates. Laudon and
Laudon (2020) [8 emphasize that TPS serves as the
foundation for business operations by supporting decision-
making at the operational level, feeding data into higher-level
management systems for reporting and analysis. TPS ensures
reliability, security, and accuracy, crucial for the continuous
functioning of businesses, especially in sectors like banking,
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retail, and manufacturing (Stair & Reynolds, 2021) [,

Decision Support Systems (DSS)

A Decision Support System (DSS) is an interactive
computer-based system that aids individuals or organizations
in decision-making processes by utilizing data, models, and
analysis tools to solve semi-structured or unstructured
problems. DSS integrates raw data, analytical models, and
sophisticated user interfaces to help decision-makers
generate valuable insights and make informed decisions,
particularly in complex and uncertain environments (Power,
2016) B3I, By providing access to both structured and
unstructured data, DSS enhances decision accuracy and
reduces the time required to make critical decisions (Sharda,
Delen & Turban, 2020) B%1. Its applications span various
industries, including healthcare, finance, and business
management, where it plays a pivotal role in optimizing
outcomes.

Executive Information Systems (EIS)

An Executive Information System (EIS) is a specialized
decision support system designed to facilitate and support
senior executives in making strategic decisions. EIS provides
easy access to both internal and external data, offering a user-
friendly interface to present key performance indicators
(KPIs), trends, and summaries of complex data in a way that
is easily digestible for high-level decision-making (Turban et
al., 2018) 2. 1t allows executives to monitor organizational
performance, anticipate trends, and respond to changes
quickly by consolidating and displaying data in real-time
dashboards and reports. EIS enhances the decision-making
process by delivering critical insights without requiring in-
depth interaction with detailed operational data (Laudon &
Laudon, 2021) (291,

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) Systems

Enterprise Resource Planning (ERP) systems are integrated
software platforms designed to manage and automate core
business processes across various departments, including
finance, human resources, supply chain, and manufacturing.
By centralizing data and enabling seamless communication
between different business units, ERP systems improve
operational efficiency, enhance decision-making, and
provide real-time insights into organizational performance
(Monk & Wagner, 2016) 23 These systems eliminate data
silos and ensure that information flows consistently across
departments, fostering collaboration and enabling businesses
to scale more effectively. ERP systems are crucial for
organizations aiming to optimize resource allocation,
streamline workflows, and maintain a competitive edge in
dynamic markets (Leon, 2019) 291,

Impact of MIS on Business Operations

Enhancing Decision-Making Processes: Management
Information Systems (MIS) play a crucial role in enhancing
decision-making processes within organizations by providing
timely, accurate, and relevant information to managers. MIS
systems collect data from various sources, process it, and
present it in a format that helps executives and managers
make informed decisions. This real-time access to data
reduces uncertainties and allows for faster responses to
business challenges (Laudon & Laudon, 2021) [, By
integrating analytical tools, MIS also supports scenario
analysis and predictive modeling, helping organizations
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forecast trends and evaluate the potential outcomes of various
decisions (O’Brien & Marakas, 2016) 24, This ensures that
businesses can stay competitive in rapidly changing markets.
Improving Operational Efficiency: MIS significantly
improves operational efficiency by automating routine tasks
and streamlining workflows. For example, in areas such as
inventory management, customer service, and supply chain
operations, MIS systems enable businesses to reduce manual
interventions and enhance accuracy in data handling (Stair &
Reynolds, 2020) [8, Automation of processes leads to
quicker transaction times, reduced errors, and better resource
allocation, which ultimately lowers operational costs and
improves productivity. Additionally, MIS integrates various
business functions, ensuring seamless communication
between departments, which eliminates redundancies and
improves overall operational coordination (Kendall &
Kendall, 2019) [,

Facilitating Communication and Collaboration: MIS
facilitates effective communication and collaboration within
businesses by providing a centralized platform for sharing
information across different departments and hierarchical
levels. Through features like dashboards, shared databases,
and messaging systems, employees at various levels can
access and share critical business data in real-time (Turban et
al., 2018) 2, This transparency in information flow fosters
teamwork and allows employees to collaborate more
efficiently, regardless of their location. Furthermore, MIS
supports remote work by enabling virtual collaboration tools
and document sharing, which is particularly important in
today's global business environment.

Strategic Advantage through Data Management: A key
strategic advantage offered by MIS is its ability to manage
vast amounts of data, transforming raw data into actionable
insights. By organizing, storing, and analyzing business data,
MIS allows businesses to identify patterns and trends that can
guide long-term strategies and enhance competitiveness
(Laudon & Laudon, 2021) [*91, The ability to leverage big data
through MIS platforms provides businesses with a deeper
understanding of customer behavior, market trends, and
internal operations, leading to more informed strategic
decisions (O’Brien & Marakas, 2016) 4. In this way,
businesses can gain a competitive edge by making data-
driven decisions that align with their long-term objectives.

Challenges in Implementing MIS

Technical and Infrastructure Issues: One of the major
challenges in implementing Management Information
Systems (MIS) is related to technical and infrastructure
issues. Organizations often face difficulties in integrating
MIS with existing systems, especially if the technology
infrastructure is outdated or incompatible with modern
software solutions (Laudon & Laudon, 2021) @9
Additionally, inadequate IT infrastructure, such as limited
bandwidth, insufficient server capacity, and unreliable
network connectivity, can disrupt the functionality of an MIS.
These challenges are particularly prevalent in developing
regions where access to cutting-edge technology and reliable
internet connectivity is limited, thus hindering effective MIS
implementation (Stair & Reynolds, 2020) [8. Businesses
must invest in upgrading their technology infrastructure to
avoid system downtimes and operational inefficiencies.
Human Resource and Skills Gaps: A significant challenge
in MIS implementation arises from the lack of skilled
personnel capable of managing and operating the system.
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Many organizations struggle with a shortage of employees
who possess the technical know-how to use and maintain
MIS effectively (Kendall & Kendall, 2019) ¥, This skills
gap is particularly prominent in areas such as data analysis,
system integration, and cybersecurity. Without adequate
training and technical expertise, employees may misuse the
system, leading to inefficiencies and even system failures.
Moreover, the complexity of certain MIS solutions may
overwhelm employees, further complicating system adoption
(O'Brien & Marakas, 2016) 4. To mitigate this,
organizations need to invest in continuous training and
professional development to equip their staff with the
necessary skills to operate and optimize MIS platforms.
Data Security and Privacy Concerns: Data security and
privacy concerns represent another significant challenge in
implementing MIS. As these systems handle vast amounts of
sensitive business and customer data, they become targets for
cyberattacks, data breaches, and unauthorized access (Stair &
Reynolds, 2020) 8, The risks of data leakage or system
hacks increase if organizations do not implement robust
security protocols, such as encryption, firewalls, and multi-
factor authentication. Furthermore, many businesses struggle
with complying with data protection regulations, such as the
General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), which imposes
strict standards on how data should be stored and handled
(Laudon & Laudon, 2021) 19, Failure to adequately protect
data not only exposes businesses to financial and legal
penalties but also damages their reputation and erodes
customer trust.

Resistance to Change in Organizations: Resistance to
change within organizations is another common barrier to the
successful implementation of MIS. Employees and
management alike may be reluctant to adopt new
technologies due to fear of the unknown, disruption to
established workflows, or concerns about job displacement
(Kendall & Kendall, 2019) [ This resistance often
manifests in reluctance to learn new systems, lack of
engagement during training, and refusal to adopt new
processes. Additionally, organizational culture that favors
traditional methods over digital transformation can hinder
MIS adoption (Turban et al., 2018) *. To overcome this
challenge, organizations must foster a culture that embraces
innovation and change management strategies, involving
employees in the implementation process and offering clear
communication about the benefits of MIS to reduce anxiety
and resistance.

Future Trends

Artificial Intelligence (Al): Despite the beneficial impacts
of Al on information systems, it also brings along several
challenges and issues in information systems as well. Al
alters data governance since it is reliant on data to learn and
improve its performance. Thus, data governance is making
significant shifts in the industry. Besides, a massive amount
of data is collected from people from all over the world to be
used for Al purposes. This data may be sensitive in case of
fraud or identity theft (Charniak, et al., 2014) 6. To ensure
the security and privacy of data that is collected for Al
purposes, a solid infrastructure should be established.
Another issue of Al is the ambiguity that can happen due to
complex algorithms that lead to layers of variables and
difficult-to-understand black boxes. Finally, data that is used
as the food for Al is the potential to be biased and it may
affect the information systems and decision-making
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processes as well. Leading to unethical and unfair
conclusions (Collins, et al., 2021) [,

Blockchain: Blockchain technology is not nearly as secure
as it may seem, the blockchain community is actively
working to improve upon these faults. The design has many
intrinsic security vulnerabilities, and the same characteristics
that make it look safe also make it cumbersome. There is a
limit to how far the distributed ledger technology can be
scaled up. For example, systems with varying computational
capacities may encounter ledgers that are incompatible with
each other. Transactions may be erroneously delayed,
terminated, or otherwise discontinued if two parties detect a
discrepancy in a ledger and are unable to diagnose this as a
computer architecture issue rather than a ledger discrepancy
issue (Berdik, et al., 2021; Pilkington, 2016) [ 31, Besides,
blockchain technology requires a broad infrastructure and
skills to be effectively adopted in information systems which
may make it uninteresting for decision makers to invest
significantly. To address this issue, blockchain technology
can be employed as a service in information systems to
realize the benefits that it may bring to the systems and decide
on greater investments accordingly. Communication of
information systems as different organizations tend to adopt
blockchain in their information systems with varying
characteristics gets more complicated that should be
addressed using standard frameworks (Siau & Yang, 2017)
[36]

Internet of Thing (10T): The Internet of Things is expected
to make a significant impact on information systems;
however, personal interaction and human activity are reduced
considerably as the usage of loT increases. Smart
environments, smart wearable devices, and smart cars are
making significant shifts in lifestyle as long as getting people
are more adaptable to technology and intelligence. Over-
reliance on the Internet that depends on the power supply to
work may lead to make irreparable harm to human life (Smith
& Hyde, 1969) B, As more devices get connected to the
Internet, the quality of services may be reduced accordingly
that highlights the necessity of improving relevant
infrastructure. Besides, security and privacy of data are
critical to be considered in loT technology which may
jeopardize the stability of information systems seriously. The
interoperability of different types of devices that get
connected to each other via a single 10T platform is another
issue to consider while employing 10T in information systems
(Siau & Yang, 2017) B8, The employment of standard
protocols and platforms can facilitate the compatibility of
different 10T devices in information systems.

Cloud Computing: Since the cloud’s inception, security has
been one of the major concerns that cloud users face. The
safety and security of user data are at risk from a variety of
threats. In recent years an increase in cyber-attacks and data
breaches has happened which puts cloud service providers at
risk of losing their clients’ confidential information. The most
prevalent reasons for cyber assaults and account theft include
insecure APIs, poor firewalls, and weak or insecure
passwords, amongst many others. Service Provider
Dependency: Independent cloud service companies provide
hassle-free services to individuals and businesses alike. A
corporation must find a cloud service provider that can fulfill
both its business objectives and security criteria. It is possible
for the cloud host to intentionally or unintentionally access,
edit, or even delete. Lack of Expertise and Knowledge: With
the popularity of the cloud surging ahead, cloud technologies

569|Page



International Journal of Multidisciplinary Research and Growth Evaluation

are also advancing rapidly. It becomes extremely important
for companies to train their employees with the right skill set
to keep pace with the technology and to choose the right
cloud solutions for them. Lack of knowledge or expertise
may be disastrous for an organization moving to the cloud.
Cloud technologies are likewise evolving at a quick pace as
cloud adoption grows. For organizations to keep up with
technology and pick the proper cloud solutions, it is
imperative that they train their workers with the right skill set,
and that they do it on a regular basis. For a company going to
the cloud, a lack of knowledge or experience can be strongly
disastrous (Ghanam, Ferreira & Maurer, 2012) 31, While
cloud computing has its problems, they are by no means a
deal-breaker for a company considering a move to cloud
computing. Businesses may overcome current difficulties
and reap the benefits of the cloud by selecting the right cloud
service provider and adopting the necessary, proactive
actions.

Big data analytics: As data is getting more bulky and
complex coming from various independent sources,
technological and managerial challenges raise as well. The
amount of data is making managing and processing data a
real problem and facing information systems with heavy data
loads that in turn reduce the quality of services offered by
information systems (Elgendy & Elragal, 2014) %, Lack of
effective coordination between databases is another issue of
big data in information systems since the food for big data
analytics is provided by integrated databases. To address this
issue an integrated protocol should be designed throughout
information systems to map data covering its origin;
otherwise, the process of analyzing big data gets excessively

time-consuming and complicated (Elgendy & Elragal, 2016)
[12]

Conclusion

The paper on the evolution and impact of Management
Information Systems (MIS) in modern business reveals that
MIS is indispensable in driving operational efficiency,
enhancing decision-making processes, and providing
strategic advantages through effective data management. The
exploration of various types of MIS, such as TPS, DSS, EIS,
and ERP systems, demonstrates how they have been
instrumental in shaping business operations. Theoretical
insights from the socio-technical systems (STS) theory and
contingency theory underline the dynamic interplay between
technology and organizational practices, highlighting the
need for adaptability in managing these systems. Despite the
significant  benefits, challenges such as technical
infrastructure, human resource gaps, and data security issues
persist, which organizations must address to fully leverage
MIS. Looking ahead, emerging technologies like Al,
blockchain, loT, and big data analytics offer immense
potential for MIS to further revolutionize business practices.
Therefore, businesses that effectively embrace these trends
will likely maintain a competitive edge, ensuring sustainable
growth and innovation in an increasingly data-driven world.
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